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EDITORIALS 
Church Paper Week 


Our General Assembly has asked that the week 
of October 14-21 be observed in our Church as 
Church Paper Week. This time will offer a 
wonderful opportunity to our people to get the 
papers of their choice into the homes of all church 
families. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal is now pub- 
lished twice monthly with the price remaining for 
the present at $1.00 per year for the twenty-four 
issues. A Church News Section has been added 
as well as a Children’s Page. The regular Sunday 
School Lesson Treatment and the Young People’s 
Program Material, together with our Woman’s 
Work Department, certainly give a well-rounded 
Church Paper. 


See that the Canvass is made in your Church 
and that The Southern Presbyterian Journal! is 
brought to the attention of your people. We will 
send you as many sample copies of The Journal 
as may be needed for this purpose. A postal card 
request will bring them free and postpaid. 


The regular issues of The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal will be of great interest to all who 
love our Southern Presbyterian Church and are 
interested in its continued Spiritual Ministry. We 
feel that a church which for eighty years has 
served the people of the South in friendly and 
helpful co-operation with other Christian bodies, 
that has a Confession of Faith to which all its 
members can subscribe, with a record of mis- 
sionary achievement probably not surpassed by 
any other church, has demonstrated its right to 
continue its life and work as a denomination. 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal is persuaded 
that this is the desire of the vast majority of the 
members of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
who love and support its work and institutions. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal accepts 
without reservation the standards of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church contained in the Confession 
of Faith and the Catechisms. It understands that 
these standards — to which the Ministers and 
Elders of the Southern Presbyterian Church have 
subscribed—teach the full inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Testaments; the Virgin 





Birth of Christ, the eternal Son of God; His sub- 
stitutionary Atonement; His bodily resurrection 
from the dead; His ascension into Heaven and His 
present ministry there for us; and that this same 
—— is coming again to judge the quick and the 
dead. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal believes 
that the mission of the Church is spiritual and 
redemptive, and that it should not be used to pro- 
mote the political, economic and social teachings 
of any group, or extra-church organization, on 
which Christian men have a right to differ, and 
which are outside the Church’s responsibility as 
an evangelizing agency. We feel that much pres 
sure is being brought to bear through various 
interdenominational and co-operative groups to 
break down the historic positions of our beloved 
Church. We have spent much time in the study of 
these various agencies and groups and their rela- 
tionship to and influence upon our Church and 
some of its committees.—H.B.D. 


> ee 
oad ~ 


Peace 
The pacifism which followed World War I did 
not cause World War II, but it made-it possible. 
This is an unpleasant fact which many wish to 
ignore. 





The use of the atomic bomb, coming just at the 
close of the recent war, has demonstrated the 
ultimate in destructive forces which will be ur 
leashed should a new war come. 


From 1918 to 1941 the influence of the Church 
was exerted again and again to promote pacifism, 
hoping in that way to avert war. To many of us 
this was not only a tragic misconception of the 
mission of the Church, it was also a mischievous 
effort to influence national policy. 


What shall be the attitude of the Church now! 
Does God have a programme and if so what is it? 


There are certain things which would seem 
axiomatic and it is strange how we so often ignore 
that which should be obvious. God does have 4 
plan for peace and it is clearly taught. This plan 
follows a certain sequence but only too often We 
seek to change this divinely ordained sequence. 


God’s plan for peace is three-fold. First, ma? 
must make peace with God. This comes in 
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other way than through faith in His Son, our 
Savior. 


The second step is the God-given peace in the 
heart, the “peace of God” which passeth under- 
standing and which the world cannot take away. 
It is the peace which continues despite difficul- 
ties, sorrow, poverty, suffering and any and every 
possible combination of circumstances. It comes 
only to those who have first made peace with God. 


The third step is peace with our fellowmen. 
When men are right with God world peace will be 
assured, not before. In our great desire for inter- 
national peace we seek every possible man-made 
scheme to establish world peace. It will be far 
more profitable for us to follow God’s plan. 


Towards the establishment of world peace the 
Church has the primary responsibility. But, that 
responsibility will not be discharged except as we 
carry out the God-given mission of the Church 
which is to bring men to know God and His Son. 


The Church does not ask for the abolition of 
our city police forces and sheriff’s departments. 
Let us recognize that international responsibilities 
demand the maintainance of strong Army, Navy 
and Air forces, and let us leave their operation 
to the constituted governmental authorities. 


If we will center our programmes and activities 
on nation and world-wide programmes of evangel- 
ism, the type of evangelism which preaches sin 
and the eternally lost condition of the sinner, and 
at the same time presents the one and only way of 
salvation; then and only then will the Church ful- 
fil her mission. We may do much else but if we 
ignore that one thing we will have failed miser- 
ably. —L.N.B. 


The Outlook 
Liberals And The Resurrection 


In one of his articles on Liberalism in the Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Church Dr. J. A. MacLean 
says: “Liberals believe in the resurrection of 
Jesus, of course, but are not especially concerned 
about the nature of his resurrection body.” This 
sentence must be read in its context. If the writer 
had been talking about most Liberals it would be 
honsense to say that “‘of course” they believe in 
the resurrection of Jesus. Most of those to whom 
the theological title liberal belongs do not believe 
in the resurrection of Jesus in any miraculous or 
supernatural sense. 


Dr. MacLean means, however, that the Southern 
Presbyterian Liberals “of course” believe in the 
resurrection of Jesus. His fling at the nature of 

€ resurrection body is nonetheless disconcerting. 
it is the more so since his periodical includes on 
Its board of contributing editors a prominent 

‘S.A. minister, Dr. Ilion T. Jones, whose Easter 
message in The Presbyterian Tribune rejected 
both the objectivity and the historicity of the 
resurrection of Jesus. And this fact could scarcely 

ve been unknown to The Outlook since Dr. 

- M. McIntosh read the aforesaid Easter mes- 
Sage to our General Assembly in 1942. Are The 
Outlook Liberals, then, so far indifferent to the 
nature of the Resurrection of Jesus that they 
Care not whether it was objective or historical? 

ore important still, was Jesus indifferent to the 
hature of His resurrection body, or did He not 


the rather eat and drink with His disciples after 
His Resurrection, and bid them handle him and 
see that He was flesh and bones, and show them 
the nail-pierced hands and feet? Is the New Testa- 
ment indifferent to this question or does it not 
rather speak in detail of the empty: tomb, of the 
fact that His flesh did not see corruption, of the 
third day, of the numerous appearances, of the 
post-resurrection teaching? Does it not even make 
the acceptance of the Resurrection of Jesus a 
prime condition for salvation? —H.B.D. 


~~ 
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Did Our Lord Jesus Reverse 
The Old Testament? 


In the recent articles on Liberal Theology in 
The Outlook the author asserts that Jesus “actu- 
ally reversed” the ideas of certain Old Testament 
writers “as when he said: ‘Ye have heard that it 
was said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor and hate 
thine enemy; but I say unto you, Love your 
enemies.’ ” 


The first part of the statement Jesus quotes is 
from Leviticus xix:18. This verse reads: “Thou 
shalt not take vengeance, nor bear grudge against 
the children of thy people: but thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself: I am Jehovah.” There is 
nothing said in the verse or in the context about 
hating the enemy. The previous verse teaches 
that thou shalt not hate thy brother in thy heart. 
The 34th and 35th verses of the same chapter ex- 
tend the neighbor to include the strangers that 
dwell in the land. The negative inference “and 
hate thine enemy” was supplied by Jewish 
teachers, which may be partially explained 
(though not justified) by the goading they were 
receiving under Rome’s totalitarian yoke. 


Jesus reversed these rabbinical interpretations, 
not the Old Testament writers. —Wnm. C. R. 








— 
>_> 


Evangelism By Education 


Instruction of the young Christian is a matter 
of prime importance in the Church. This work 
often begins in the Sunday School and continues 
into the special classes held in some churches to 
indoctrinate those who are candidates for Church 
membership. 


As important as this is, however, it is not in 
itself sufficient. Personal salvation is, and Church 
membership should also be, a matter of a definite 
transaction between an individual and God. 


It is here that we believe much of our present- 
day evangelism fails. We educate our young people 
only too often into membership in the Church, but 
fail to bring them to that clear place of decision 
where they recognize themselves as lost sinners 
and accept Christ as their Savior. 


Evangelism by education is much easier than 
evangelism by personal conviction. Both must be 
of the Spirit. Neither should be emi 





<i. _ 
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Dead Orthodoxy © 


Orothodoxy is important but it is not in itself 
sufficient. We are told that the devils also believe 
and tremble. 





Some of the most unlovely people we have ever 








Page 4 THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL Oct. 1, 1945 


known have been people of unquestioned orthodoxy 
in theological belief. 


By now it should be clear that we do not hesi- 
tate to enter into controversy, where we believe 
controversy will help clear our thinking and im- 
plement our faith. But, at the same time we are 
ever reminded that controversy and orthodoxy 
are not ends in themselves. 


We believe God has given us a testimony and a 
witness. We believe these things are vital in 
Christian faith and teaching. For that very reason 
God give us each one the love and humility to see 
that that for which we contend is not a dead 
orthodoxy but a living faith which expresses itself 
in purity of life and purpose! 


To contend for the fact that Christ is the only 
Savior is not enough. This becomes real only 
when we show that He has saved us.—L.N.B. 


-<>-_—<<i-0-<a-—_~<¢>~ 
— > 


TO THOSE WHO WANT TO HELP WITH THE 
MINISTRY OF THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


1. Take a little time to tell others about The 
Journal. If it has proven a blessing to you, then 
recommend it to someone else. Perhaps you would 
like to send in some gift subscriptions. These are 
available at the rate of six for five dollars to sep- 
arate addresses. 








2. Recommend the treatment of the You 
People’s Program to the Young People of your 
Church. Perhaps you would like to subscribe for 
five copies to one address for them at the rate of 
$3.75 for the five copies for one year. 


8. Send us the names and full addresses of all 
Elders and Deacons of your Church and others 
that you feel might be interested in receiving 
sample copies of The Journal. 


4. Subscribe for some Missionary, Home or 
Foreign. 


5. Subscribe for your public library, or for your 
hospital waiting-room, or Doctor’s or Dentist’s 
office. Some other groups have set us an example 
by far outstripping us along this line. 


6. Perhaps you would like to subscribe for your 
Denominational or State College or University 
Library. 


7. Your cash contribution will help greatly, as 
all monies so received go right into The Journal’s 
ministry. The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Company is a non-profit corporation and uses all 
funds received for the furtherance of The 
Journal’s ministry. 


8. Pray for us and give us the benefit of your 
constructive criticism at all times. —H.B.D. 





The Clesntwustion Of A Strong Inner Life 


By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D.* 


“That He would grant you according to the 
riches of His glory to be strengthened with might 
by His Spirit in the inner man.” Eph. 3:16. 


Many of the religions of mankind deal primarily 
with the externals. This is obvious even to one 
who has only a general acquaintance with the sys- 
tems of religion which have claimed the world’s 
attention. To a large extent this was true of the 
religion of the Pharisees during the time of 
Christ’s ministry here on earth. They emphasized 
ceremonials, rituals, forms, feast days and fast 
gg but had very little to say regarding the inner 

e. 


It is obvious to any reader of the four gospels 
that Christ had an entirely different view of re- 
ligion. He dealt primarily with internals such as 
motives, desires, imaginations and thoughts within 
the heart. He taught that no man was better than 
his interior. “As a man thinketh in his heart, so is 
he.” He also affirmed that the evils of the world 
are due to the corruption of the inner life. “‘For 
out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, 
adultery, fornications, thefts, false witness, blas- 
phemies; these are the things which defile a man, 
but to eat with unwashen hands defileth not a 
man.” Our Lord emphasized therefore, in both 
His teaching and preaching the importance of the 
inner life and gave specific instructions for the 
construction of a stable inner life. 





_The construction of a strong inner life is a 
difficult task. It would be a mistake to give the 
impression that it is an easy matter. To produce 


a stable inner life requires the supernatural power 
of God and also the highest and most strenuous 
efforts of man himself. The inner life is complex 
and fragile. It is sensitive and delicate. It is easily 
marred and wrecked. 


There is no short-cut method for the construc- 
tion of an enduring and dependable inner life. 
It is a lifetime job. It is also a costly undertaking. 
It requires severe self-discipline and the faithful 
application of certain principles day after day. 
It is because it is so costly that many are afraid 
to attempt it or once they attempt it soon give 
it up. But it is worth all that it costs. There is 
nothing so valuable as the inner life. It determines 
your future. It decides your destiny. O. Henry 
the short story writer, recognized this in his 
book Whirligigs. He has a chapter that he calls 
“The Road We Take.” This chapter relates a story 
of Bob Tidball and Shark Dodson who were two 
train robbers. The Sunset Express stopped at 2 
water tower twenty miles west of Tuscon. The 
robbers stole $20,000 from the express car. Shark 
Dodson came from a farm in Ulster County, New 
York. He ran away from home at seventeen years 
of age and came to the place where the roads 
forked. He said, “I studied about it for one half 
hour and then I took the left fork of the road. 
That night I ran into the camp of a wild west 
show. I joined up with them and went west. 
Then appeared this significant statement, “I have 
often wondered if I wouldn’t have turned out 
different if I had taken the other road.” “Oh, ! 
reckon you’d have ended > about the same,” said 
Bob Tidball cheerfully philosophical. Presently we 
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find this illuminating remark that reveals the 
importance of the inner life: “It ain’t the roads 
we take; it’s what’s inside of us that makes us 
turn out the way we do.” O. Henry was at his 
best when he brought out this truth, that it’s the 
quality of our inner life that makes the big differ- 
ence in life. 


All earnest people are deeply concerned about 
the problems of human behavior. The answer to 
these problems is to be found in the construc- 
tion of a strong inner life. This, therefore, is a 
great subject and one that should be interesting 
to every serious minded person. 


The Bible is God’s blueprint for the building 
of the inner life. As we examine this blueprint 
we find there are two kinds of factors in the 
construction of a strong inner life. The first i: 
the divine, and the second is the human. Let us 
note them now in order. 


I. DIVINE FACTORS 
Regeneration 


God takes the initiative in the building of a 
strong inner life. This step is usually called by 
Christian theologians “regeneration.” If one does 
not like this term it may be called “a new birth” 
or “a new creation.” By this term the Bible 
signifies a new heart and a new spirit that God 
creates within the heart of an individual. 


Here is the starting place for the constructi~ 
of a strong inner life. Here is where Christ 
started. Here is where He used the word “must.” 
To begin at any other place invites tragedy, dis- 
appointment and disillusionment. The Christian 
religion does not agree with Rousseau that man 
is by nature good. Christianity affirms that the 
natural man’s inner condition is in a state of 
rottenness and for an enduring inner life to be 
constructed there must be a supernatural creative 
act of God. This creative act of God upon a soul 
in which He produces the new life and changes 
its disposition to make it move in a different di- 
rection, is that radical internal change that is 
necessary for a strong inner life. Any system of 
thought, any process of education or religious 


education that ignores this fact is destined to 
failure. 


Next to our Lord, St. Paul is our greatest au- 
thority on the inner man. He wrote extensively 
upon this subject. He knew what it meant in his 
own career. He knew that the success of his work 
depended upon the implantation of this new life 
by God into the souls of men. This was the 
foundation work for the whole inner life. What 
God has put first we must not ignore or give 
a secondary place. 


Absolution Of Guilt 
God’s part in the construction of a strong inner 


further experienced in His absolution of 
guilt, 


It is impossible to build a stable inner life 
until the fact of unresolved guilt has been ade- 
quately dealt with. By this absolution the inner 
life becomes adjusted to God. He who is not ad- 
justed to God is not properly adjusted to the 
world or himself. The consciousness of unabsolved 
guilt will make it impossible to develop the inner 
life. Nothing is more destructive and deteriorat- 
Ing. Modern psychology is teaching this fact as 
emphatically as ministers of the gospel. A promi- 


nent physician in Edinburgh once said to me: 
“If I were a minister I would deal more with the 
problem of guilt and the fact of the forgiveness 
of sin because I have seen how the fact of guilt 
robs a personality of confidence, power, joy and 
fellowship with God.” Every good physician or 
psychiatrist knows that there must be a removal 
of the sense of guilt before there can be an 
integrated inner life. When our Lord dealt with 
the paralytic He started with his crippled soul, 
twisted because of guilt, instead. of with his 
paralyzed legs. He knew there was a close relation- 
ship between spiritual and physical health. Mal- 
adies of the inner life produce physical illness. 
One reacts upon the other. Dr. Walter C. Alvarez 
of Mayo Clinic, in his book Nervousness, Indiges- 
tion And Pain stated that fully one fourth of his 
patients suffered physical illnesses because of 
spiritual upsets. Men are beginning to realize to- 
day that many bodies will never be whole until 


oo first hear Christ say, “Thy sins are forgiven 
thee.’ 


The Christian experience of Martin Luther is a 
classic illustration of how the consciousness of 
guilt must be removed before there can be a 
strong inner life. As we read his biography we 
find that this young German was troubled and 
disturbed within. In the year 1505 the young 
doctor of law was walking in a German forest 
wrapped in his travelling cloak, his sword by his 
side, with high hopes for the future in his mind. 
He wandered as a travelling student through the 
dense woods in the neighborhood of Erfurt. Sud- 
denly the sky was overcast with black clouds and 
a flash of lightning struck the earth beside him. 
Everything was transformed into a sea of flame. 
He stood suddenly and unexpectedly face to face 
with death and with God. It seemed as though 
this flash of lightning had illuminated his mind 
as to his own position and the position of man- 
kind with regard to eternity. He had been proud 
of his academic learning but now he sees how 
little this amounted to and the dominant thought 
of his mind now is, “I can not die like this for 
I have not been forgiven.” He realized as never 
before that before he could become stablized with- 
in and be the man he should be his guilt had to be 
cleared away. 


All of us like Luther must ask, “How can my 
burdened conscience be relieved?”; “How may I 
be forgiven of my guilt?”. He was smart enough 
to know that he could not forgive his own sins. He 
knew it would be foolish to adopt the attitude of 
so many stupid people that everything would be 
all right in the end. He realized that guilt is too 
serious a thing to be removed by saying all will 
be forgotten in time. He came to see that no other 
human being could help him for sin was primarily 
against God. He saw that a physician or a priest 
or a human confessor was ‘powerless to remove 
the burden of: guilt. Just at this point Luther 
came to see the meaning of the Christian gospel 
and realized that it is a gospel for guilty sinners. 
Here he perceived that the gospel of Christ meets 
man’s deepest need. His eyes were opened to see 
that the New Testament teaches that God has 
sworn by Himself that for the sake- of. the blood 
of His only begotten Som He will graciously for- 
give us our guilt. The moment this entered -his 
hungry and thirsty soul he was thrilled with as- 
surance of pardon and there came into ‘his inner 
life a new power that made him one of the 
mightiest spiritual giants of all time. 
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During my ministry I have met people who have 
felt a sense of guilt so keenly that they could not 
believe that God would forgive them. Here is a 
simple suggestion that I offer to such. It was used 
by a Christian man and found helpful in his life 
and I have passed it on to others who have found 
it helpful. This Christian man was burdened with 
guilt and this was wrecking his life. One day he 
went into a quiet place. He took a pencil and 
wrote down upon a sheet of paper all the sins that 
he could recall having committed. He went back 
as far as he could remember and made a record of 
them up to the present time. Then he held this 
paper up before Christ and told Him that he ac- 
knowledged each of these sins to be his own. He 
begged for forgiveness, offering no excuses. He 
told the Saviour that he plead only for mercy and 
forgiveness. When he had finished he said that 
Christ had given him the assurance that his sins 
had been blotted out. Then he took a match and 
applied it to the paper and burned it and he said 
from that day to this he has been enjoying the full 
assurance of the forgiveness of his guilt and his 
inner life has been one of strength and joy rather 
than weakness and unhappiness. 


Divine Nurture 

Following the new birth which provides a stable 
foundation for the inner life and the removal of 
guilt which is the disposal of the debris of the 
old life, God continues His interest and help in 
this great work that He initiated. He watches 
over it lovingly and patiently. He does not do 
things in halves. Once He begins this good work 
He is pledged to complete it. All of His providence 
is directed to this end. The Holy Spirit works to 
this goal. 


Responsible parents feel an obligation for the 
infant they bring into this world. They prepare 
for it before its arrival. They nurse it carefully 
during its days of helplessness. They provide for 
its every need. They hold its hand when the time 
comes for it to stand and take its first steps. 
They anticipate what is best for the child’s future 
and leave no stone unturned that the child should 
have the best. Surely God does no less than an 
earthly parent. The development of the inner life 
is as much God’s concern as the gift of it in the 
act of regeneration. His grace is active to the 
end that the inner life will become more and more 
like the character of Christ. Of course, He uses 
His human instrumentalities, such as parents, and 
teachers but behind these human agencies stands 
God keeping watch above His own, cultivating 
and nurturing this life which is as the apple of 
His eye. 


II. HUMAN FACTORS 


Be Honest 

A strong inner life can never be constructed 
apart from inner honesty. It is interesting to note 
that “integrity” and “integration” are related 
terms. The difference is small. An honest life, a 
life of integrity is a harmonious and unified life. 
A dishonest life is a divided life and soon becomes 
“shot to pieces.” Integration, wholeness and health 
of the inner man must rest upon honesty of 
purpose. A Character in a recent novel exclaims 
“IT am not a man, but a mob!” Why should one 
be a mob instead of a man? It is because of the 
lack of the integrating principle of undivided 
honesty of purpose that unifies our beings. Genuine 
honesty within produces strength, poise, and peace. 
Honesty is worth all that it costs. 
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Be Yourself 


Another thing, from a human standpoint, that 
the Bible recommends in building a strong inner 
life is to be satisfied to be yourself. In the Old 
Testament this question is raised: “Why feignest 
thyself to be another?”. It is foolish to try to be 
another person. God never made two people alike, 
And for this reason pretensions are irrational. It 
does not pay to pretend that we are morally better 
than we are. This kind of deception is soon detect- 
ed. It does not help for us to pretend to be more 
intelligent than we know ourselves to actually be. 
There is no value in pretending something we can 


not back up. 


Disguises and pretenses drain away strength 
from the inner life. It is when we accept ourselves 
as we are with all of our defects and limitations 
that we gain strength. One of the outstanding av- 
thorities on the inner life and one of the illustrious 
ministers of the last generation was Dr. Alexander 
Whyte who was for fifty years pastor of Free St. 
George’s Church in Edinburg. This remarkable 
man had a stigma that had he accepted it differ- 
ently could easily have wrecked his whole career 
and ruined his inner life. He was born an illegiti- 
mate child. His father and mother were never 
married. An experience of this kind would have 
ruined most people but it did not ruin Alexander 
Whyte because he accepted himself just as he 
was without excuse or without trying to cover up 
this humiliating fact. When he was elected to the 
Principalship of New College in Edinburg, which 
was one of the greatest theological seminaries in 
the world, he gave his inaugural address on the 
subject, “The Humiliation of our Lord.” Before 
a large group of the most influential citizens of 
Scotland he came to this point in his address. He 
said in the humiliation of our Lord “He was born 
of low estate” and then he added that he knew 
what it meant to be born of low estate and every- 
one knew what he meant. He had reached the 
pinnacle strong in every way because he was willing 
to be himself and not pretend to be another. 


A young man inherited a large fortune from 
his grandfather. He left his home town to go to 
the place of his new inheritance. As soon as he 
arrived on the scene he tried to be another in- 
stead of being himself and it was not long until 
he became very unpopular, was very unhappy and 
in spite of his wealth went back to the place 
where he was forced once more to be himself. He 
found to his sorrow that it didn’t pay to try to 
be another person. 


Be Unselfish 


Another factor the Bible recommends is to be 
unselfish. 


Carl G. Jung divided people’s personalities into 
two types. One, he called introverts and the other 
extroverts. This is to some extent superficial as 4 
division of human beings, because there is no one 
fully an introvert and no one completely an ¢ex- 
trovert. As a matter of fact, the most selfish 
person we know may occasionally render unself 
acts. On the other hand the extrovert may at times 
be very selfish. One thing is sure, however, and 
that is that no introvert thinking entirely of him- 
self can have a strong inner life. The person who 
gives himself and his substance freely because 
he loves his neighbor as himself, is a person 
develops a strong inner life. Modern psychology 
is also teaching this truth to our generation. 








a a rae eee 





Oct. 1, 1945 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





Page 7 











We are beginning to realize afresh that man is 
made for helpfulness and expression, and he can 
never be a healthy individual apart from this de- 
sign. The self-centered “sensitive” person is weak 
and will continue to be. The life that is centered 
on self is a self-destroying life. The self-centered 
life cannot endure. It breaks down and goes to 
pieces. 








Be Quiet 

Still another human factor is to cultivate a 
spirit of quietness in life. We must heed St. Paul’s 
advice to the Thessalonian Christians, “Study to 
be quiet.” Relax from nervous tension! Speed 
and noise are hard on us! Strain is due to ac- 
celerated tempo. The Quakers have something to 
teach us at this point. Charles F. Andrews, the 
English missionary to India in one of his books 
made this confession: “When I first came out to 
India, more than thirty-five years ago, one of the 
welcome and wholesome changes in my life which 
struck me at once, as a newcomer, was the relief 
from the incessant strain of continual engage- 
ments. There was ample room for quiet and soli- 
tude because the pace of the daily life was slower.” 
The long afternoon was spent indoors in the silence 
of the room. This time was given to quiet periods 
of meditation, prayer, and realization of the pres- 
ence of Christ. From these quiet periods came the 
strength of his inner life. He realized that by 
taking time away from his usual duties he could 
take an inventory of his inner life and see where- 
in his life was unbalanced, and how to balance it. 


Have Faith In God 
Another essential factor that the Scripture 
brings out for developing this strong inner life is 
a vital faith in God. This is the most revolutionary 
of all convictions upon the inner life. 















































































































































Our Lord commanded His followers to abandon 
fear. He knew that fear is one of the most 
devastating enemies of the inner life and that the 
one antidote for fear is faith in God. Frequently 
he said, “Fear not, only believe.” Two of the 
greatest enemies of the inner life are fear and 
worry. To combat these two enemies He urged His 
disciples, “Let not your heart be troubled. Ye 
believe in God; believe also in me.” To have faith 
in God means we believe that back of all the 
confusion of this world there is God the Planner 
and His plan. We must believe that God in His 
over-all mem has a place for each of us as indi- 
viduals. This gives meaning to life. 


We must believe that He is almighty, and His 
might is available to help us in our needs. I have 
been told that in the Alcoholics Anonymous plan 
this question is asked: “Do you feel that you are 
Powerless to break this habit yourself and need 
4 greater power than yourself to do this?” Such 
a faith in God makes a tremendous difference in 
the quality of our living. 


Guard Against Things That 
Cause Friction 
Mr. R. G. 


LeTourneau recently gave an ad- 
dress on “Freedom From Friction.” In the course 
of his remarks he said, “In mechanics our worst 
fnemy is friction. It is that which causes all the 
trouble. I’m a mechanic—all I know is machinery. 

live it, day in, day out. I like powerful ma- 
chinery and I like a powerful gospel. I wish I knew 
4&8 much about the laws of friction between men 
4s Ido about the coefficient of friction of the 

ferent materials. The most efficient engine 





















































































































































we have today, the Deisel motor, converts only 
about one-third of its potential power into 
mechanical energy. Two-thirds is wasted. Your 
automobile doesn’t do more than half as well—it 
gives only one-sixth of its potential—and a lot 
more is lost in transmitting the power to the 
wheels. Friction is responsible. The railroad steam 
engine is even worse. Only about one-sixteenth of 
the potential power of the fuel it consumes is 
transformed into mechanical power. The other 
fifteen-sixteenths goes to waste.” 


In like manner friction causes inefficiency in 
the inner life. Frictions within or frictions without 
are responsible for unmeasurable troubles. Just 
take what we call “grudges” for an example. They 
are a form of frictione and how they drain our 
energies! Someone has said, “It isn’t the first 
cost that makes a grudge such an expensive luxury. 
It’s the up-keep.” Then he added, “In the first 
place you will have to spend a great deal of vitality 
on it just to keep it alive. Then there is the energy 
required to keep the grudge at the proper tem- 
perature. You will find it infinitely cheaper to 
forget your grudge.” This is sane advice, and is 
in harmony with St. Paul who wrote, “Let not 
the sun go down upon your wrath.” The slogan 
“Investigate before you invest” is in order here. 
Investigate and you will find that grudges cost too 
much vitality. Friction becomes sinful waste in 
a human being. For the highest success in the 


Christian life, guard against all things that cause 
friction. 


Worship God! 


Finally, engage frequently in the worship of 
our triune God and realize the abiding presence 
of Christ in daily life. 


This should begin early in life. The earlier the 
better. One who began early gave this testimony: 
“From the services in which I joined as a child I 
have taken with me into life a feeling of what is 
solemn, and a need for quiet and self-recollection, 
without which I cannot realize the meaning of my 
life. I cannot therefore, support the opinion of 
those who would not let children take part in 
grown-up people’s services till they to some extent 
understand them. The important thing is not that 
they shall understand, but that they shall feel 
something, of what is serious and solemn. The 
fact that the child sees his elders full of devotion 
and has to feel something of their devotion him- 
self—that is what gives the service meaning for 
him.” 


This worship also includes private prayer. Our 
Lord insisted that “Men ought always to pray and 
not to faint.” Calvin has said, “Prayer digs out 
the treasures that the gospel of Christ discovers 
to our faith.” Nothing contributes so much to the 
richness of our living as the experience of prayer. 
It makes us strong to meet the many demands of 
life. Prayer is of decisive importance in the inner 
life. Prayer strengthens our faith, and as we have 
observed, faith in turn strengthens the inner life. 
This is the weak spot in most of our lives. Here 
is the great need of our day. Because of our 
failure here we are weak, and the world is quick 
to detect that we have not been with Jesus. 


This worship further includes the hearing and 
the assimilation of God’s Word. A _ real part of 
worship is listening to God’s voice. The inner life 
left alone will starve. It must be fed, watered and 
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cultivated. The Word of God is given to accom- 
plish these things. 


It was for this inner life that St. Paul prayed 
that his Ephesian friends would have, and that it 
might become stronger and stronger. Here on his 
bended knee in this Roman prison he felt that 
this was the thing they needed most. It is what we 
too need most. St. Augustine prayed many years 
ago, “Lord, make me beautiful within.” May we 
pray this petition with him and then add, “And 
also strong within.” “Lord, make me beautiful 
and strong within.” 


“Finish then, Thy new creation, Pure and spotless 
let us be; 


Let us see Thy great salvation, Perfectly restoreq 
in Thee. 


Changed from glory into glory, Till in heaven w; 
take our place; 


Till we cast our crowns before Thee, Lost in 
wonder, love and praise.” 


* Alexandria, La. 





The Elder Of The New Testament 


By Rev. Melton Clark, D.D.* 


At a meeting of the Assembly’s Permanent Com- 
mittee on Co-operation and Union held March 20, 
1945, the Drafting Committee through the chair- 
man reported progress in their conference with 
The Corresponding Committee of the Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A. The chairman with much satisfac- 
tion and obvious gratification reported that the 
committee from the U.S.A. Church had agreed 
to change the proceedure in the ordination of 
elders and deacons, Ch. 15, Sec. 7, P. 106, The 


Plan of Reunion. 


Instead of: “The minister shall proceed to set 
apart the candidate, with prayer and the laying on 
of his hands to the office of ruling elder or 
deacon.” The Drafting Committee now agrees 
to permit the elders, composing the session to lay 
their hands” on the candidate, and thus partici- 
pate fully in the ordination. 


Then they reported that as to the ordination 
and installation of Ministers, Chap. 21, Sec. 7. 


They could reach no agreement as to any 
change in procedure. In other words, in the ordi- 
nation of the licentiate of the Gospel ministry 
the order stands. Sec. 7. “The licentiate shall 
kneel and the presiding minister shall by prayers 
and with the laying on of the hands of The Min- 
isters of the Presbytery, according to the apostolic 
example.” 


In this work the elders of the Presbytery are 
not allowed even to “take him by the hand, say- 
ing in words to his effect “we give you the right 
hand of fellowship to take part in this ministry 
with us.” 


The satisfaction expressed by our Drafting 
Committee with the results obtained filled me 
with consternation and dismay. Our Drafting 
Committee did not appear to realize that they 
have not made matters better, but worse, by this 
action. 


The difference between the “Minister of the 
Word” and the “Ruling Elder’ is now more pro- 
nounced than ever. The elder is a channel of 
unction in ordaining another elder but he is im- 
potent, unfitted, and disqualified to take part 
in ordaining one who is to be a Minister of the 
Word—a Bishop. Look up Ch. 21, Sec. 7, in the 
Proposed Plan of Reunion and note the expression 
“According to the Apostolic Example.” 


I want our Ministers and Elders to consider 
this. What is the Apostolic example? What does 
the New Testament have to say about Church Of- 
ficers? Dr. Thomas Withrow, Professor of History- 
Magee College, Londonderry England, has written 
a great book, The Form Of The Christian Temple. 
It is a treatise on the constitution of the New 
Testament Church. I wish that I had space to 
quote his entire Chapter 4, The Elder. But I will 
give some extracts. I quote; 


“Evidence of Scripture. Read the following 
Scripture passages: Acts 11:29,30; 12:1; 14:23; 
15: 4; 16:4; 20:17, 28, 34; 21: 18; Romans 12:6- 
8; I Cor. 12:28; Eph. 4:11, 12; Phil. 1:1; Col. 
1:7; 4:7; I Thess. 5:12, 13; I Tim. 3:1-7; 5:17, 18; 
II Tim. 1:11; Titus 1:5-9; Heb. 5:12; 13:7, 17, 24; 
Jas. 5:14; I Pet. 4:10, 11; 5:1-4; II John 1; Rev. 
1:20. Study these references carefully. 


Names Applied To Elders 


Even as the temporal affairs of the Church were 
committed to the deacons, the spiritual affairs, 
in like manner, were entrusted to the second order 
of Church officers, usually spoken of in Scripture 
as the elders. The reader who runs his eye care 
fully over the passages of Scripture at the head 
of this chapter will have a fairly correct idea 
of what belonged to the office; the name given to 
those by whom it was filled, their qualifications, 
their duties, and their reward. 


Those who filled the office receive in Scripture 
different names; they are called elders, bishops, 
pastors, teachers, preachers, ministers, stewards, 
and angels. Although these names are applied 
indiscriminately to the same order of Church of- 
ficers, they are not synonymous in the strict 
sense of the word. Each of them described the 
same church officer, but presents him in a dif 
ferent light. Elder is literally an elderly person, 
and preserves the fact that at first it was men 
ripe in age and experience who were appoin 
This is the name which is used in Scripture more 
frequently than any other to denote the occupant 
of the office. Bishop or overseer, is four times 
used of this officer. The Greek word was 
used in a civil sense (see LXX. version of Neb. 
11:9) before it became the designation of # 
Church official. Pastor, or shepherd, always m™ 
plies a flock, and is the name of one whose funt 
tion is to tend and to feed it. The preacher is one 
who simply announces the gospel; the teachet 
expounds and inculcates spiritual truth; the mr 
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ister serves God in the ministry of the word; the 
steward makes spiritual provision for the house- 
hold of faith; and the angel is the messenger or 
minister of the congregation. All these terms are 
expressive of different aspects of the one spiritual 
order. 







Identity Of Elder And Bishop 


In the after ages, that is, from the end of the 
second century, the two words bishop and presby- 
ter, the latter of which is the Greek form corre- 
sponding to the Saxon word elder, denote two 
different officers; but in the first century, of 
which alone we are now speaking, the two terms 
are different designations of the same official. 
The following are the grounds on which we ac- 
cept this statement as true: 










1. The elders of Ephesus, whom Paul sent for 
to meet him at Miletus, are expressly designated 
the bishops of the flock (Acts 20:17, 28). 








2. The reason assigned for Titus appointing 
men of spotless life to be elders in the cities of 
Crete is, that a bishop must be blameless. The 
























































































































































































































f. reason thus given would be absurd if the two 
y- terms did not designate the same Church officer 
” (Titus 1:5-7). 
W 3. Paul, writing to the Church of Philippi, ad- 
to dresses his letter to the saints composing it, “‘with 
ill the bishops and deacons.” No sound reason can 
be alleged for his omitting the elders, except that 
| under the name bishops the elders are included 
ty (Phil. 1:1). 
36- 4. In writing to Timothy, the same apostle, after 
ol. describing the qualifications of bishops, passes on 
18; to the deacons without referring to elders (1 Tim. 
24; 3:1-13). This would be unaccountable if the elders 
ey. filled an office different from that of the bishops. 
5. The same qualifications are required in both. 
In 1 Tim. 3:1-7 we have the qualifications of a 
rere bishop, and in Titus 1:5-9 we have the qualifi- 
irs, cations of those to be appointed elders. Six qualifi- 
rder cations mentioned in Timothy are not mentioned 
ture in Titus, and seven of those in Titus are not men- 
are- Timothy. But there are nine qualifications com- 
read mon to both Epistles; that is, they are stated either 
idea in the same or in slightly differing words in both, 
n to and for this reason these nine may be regarded 
ions, as very important. Two of the latter—‘apt to 
teach,” and “able to rule his own house”—are 
specially important, because they lie at the foun- 
yture dation of the two main departments of duty into 
hops, J Which the business of the office is divided. Such 
ards, @ qualifications in both would be needless if it was 
plied # not common to both to guide and to feed the 
h of- flock, 
strict 
1 the 6. The duties committed to the elder and the 
dif- JB shop are the same. The elders “tend” the flock 
yson, fe (1 Pet. 5:2), and the bishops “feed” it (Acts 
men (2:28); the elders “rule” (1 Tim. 5:17), and the 
nted. bishops “take care of the Church of God” (1 Tim. 
more [°:>); it was they who “laboured” among them, 
apant fi Who Were over” them (1 Thess. 5:12); and it 
times [88 “they that had the rule,” who “spake to them 
also fe word of God.” (Heb. 13:7). 
bg On these grounds we rest the fact that elder 
s im ee presbyter and bishop are only different names 
tat or the same Church officer. Be it carefully ob- 
is one Served that we speak only of the New Testament 





urch; we do not speak of mediaeval or modern 











practice for in all the greater sections of the 
Church a difference between the bishop and 
presbyter has grown up and stil] exists. We speak 
only of the Christian Church of the first century; 
and with regard to it, we infer from the facts now 
stated that the same Church officer was then 
known by the two names elder and bishop. We 
adopt without reserve the words of Bishop Light- 
foot on this subject: “It is,” says he, “a fact now 
generally recognized by theologians of all shades 
of opinion, that in the language of the New Testa- 
ment, the same officer in the Church is called 
indifferently bishop and elder or _ presbyter.” 
Hatch, another Anglician authority of high rank, 
speaks still more emphatically: “The admissions of 
both medieval and modern writers of almost all 
schools of theological opinion have practically re- 
moved this from the list of disputed questions.” 


Many people do not seem to be aware of the 
far-reaching consequences which flow from this 
fact, yet they are obvious even to a little reflec- 
tion. If, as is now proved and candidly admitted, 
bishop and elder are different names for the of- 
ficer who exercised spiritual oversight in the local 
Church, it follows of necessity,— 


1. That the bishop is not superior to the presby- 
ter by divine right; if the same name, qualifi- 
cations, and work are ascribed to both, they are 
not different orders. 


2. That the elder is not inferior to the pastor by 
divine right; for if they fill one and the same 
office, then everything affirmed of the one is 
necessarily affirmed of the other. 


3. That ordination by a plurality of elders, the 
New Testament being the rule of judgment, is 
ordination by a plurality of bishops. 


4. That a synod of bishops, the New Testament 
being the standard, is simply a synod of elders. 


5. There was no official difference originally 
between bishop and presbyter; the only difference 
was in gifts, in labour, in usefulness, in influence, 
or in reward. 


6. A marked official difference now exists. But 
this difference must be owing to lapse of time, 
to custom, to Church authority. From the begin- 
— 2 was not so; it is not found in the word 
of God. 


7. The bishop and presbyter were officially 
equal in apostolic times. In some Churches now 
the bishop occupies a superior, and the presbyter 
a subordinate position; therefore the supremacy 
of one to the other is a matter of human arrange- 
ment. 


Duties Of Elders 
The two main duties devolving on the elder or 
bishop were to govern and to instruct the Chris- 
tian society under his care. All elders were ap- 
pointed to rule, and some of these ruled diligently, 
and some, in addition to ruling, “laboured in word 
and in teaching.” 


1. Instruction 

The work of instructing the local Church was 
the highest and most difficult work that devolved 
upon the elder or bishop. Of that Church he is 
an overseer appointed by the Holy Ghost. He 
and his brother elders are expressly commanded 
to “feed the Church of God” (Acts 20:28), and 
that means to supply the members with that 
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spiritual truth and knowledge necessary to sustain Testament is the “angel”? spoken of in the early 


the spiritual life. chapters of the Apocalypse. He is the “angel of 


the Church,” that is, the messenger belonging to 
2. Government the Church, presiding first among his equals, and 
The direction of the congregation in all its as such representing the congregation, but with. 
spiritual affairs was also entrusted to the elders. out any of the prerogatives or peculiarities that 
We infer this from a variety of facts, which go the third and subsequent centuries assigned him. 
to show that its government was by divine right The first century does not furnish one particle 
placed in their hands. of evidence to prove that among the elders there 
was any distinction of office; the only distinction 

1. The various names given to these officers im- was one of gifts, and labours, and honour; the 
ply authority. The name elder is a name of dignity angel was the elder presiding among his fellow. 
founded on the respect that in all civilized coun- elders primus inter pares, and with their consent 
tries is shown to age. acting as pastor when the Church met together 


f bli ip. One st , 
2. That the rule of the local Church was com- of eas cde ae ee ae ree 


mitted in the apostolic age to the elders, accounts 
for the fact that in 99 A. D., the year of famine, Advantages 
the relief from Antioch for the brethren in Judea To place each Christian congregation under the 


was sent to the elders (Acts 11:30). rule and instruction of a bench of elders, selected 


: from the most intelligent and pious of its own 

8. The apostle urges upon elders to give them- “ ‘ 
selves earnestly to that department of the office — and oem by “" — acting 
which they selected as their own: “He that teach- es oe “hi - a* rn oe est possible 
eth, to his teaching; or he that exhorteth, to his page een ae Ic ee th . a a ane in 
exhortation ... he that ruleth with diligence.” e circumstances Of that time. e apostles 
Teaching, exhortation, ruling, are not different were limited in number, and could not have been, 


“ : ’ A in terms of their commission, permanent residents 
oe only different duties belonging to the in any of the Churches. There was no educated 


ministry available. In an age of spiritual gifts, 

4. The passage 1 Tim. 5:17 teaches that while most of the Churches had in their communion a 
all elders ruled, some did not perform the more large number of gifted brethren, well qualified, 
onerous duty of public instruction; but it does not in the absence of apostles, to instruct the ordinary 
teach that there was any distinction of office be- members. What better thing could be done in the 
tween these two kinds of elders. circumstances, than to set over each Church or 
, worshipping society the most advanced of its own 

5. The language of the New Testament makes it members to be the bishops and deacons of those 
evident that the right to rule and the authority who believed? What more natural than for these 
to teach were lodged in the same persons. pastors or elders to ask the most gifted and 
laborious of their number to preside among his 


From a careful: examination of the scriptural colleagues—first among his equals? 


evidence, as now presented, we arrive at this 
general conclusion: That the duties of ruling and The advantages of this arrangement were: 
instructing the local Church were committed to : : 

an order of officers all of equal official rank, but 1. It drew into the service of the Church the 
who, in the Scriptures, are designated indiscrimi- best available gifts and attainments which the 
nately by such names as elders, bishops, pastors, locality could afford, and furnished a field for 
presbyters, ministers, and teachers. their cultivation and improvement. 


We might with the greatest propriety express 2. It afforded each elder a sphere of labour, and 
the fact in the words of Bishop Lightfoot, who permitted him to select the department of work 
says: most to his taste, whether preaching, or teaching, 


or exhorting, or government. 

“The duties of the presbyters were twofold. ‘ . . 
They were both rulers and_ instructors of the __ 8. It secured greater variety of instruction than 
congregation. This double function appears in St. if a Church had been committed to the care of a 
Paul’s expression, ‘pastors and teachers’ where, as single individual. 
the form of the original seems to show, the two : : foe 
words describe the same office under different t 4. Bas — pos not Beaty | et 
aspects ... there is no ground for supposing that Sale oth s lee iit. e a as e “ a ae 
the work of teaching and the work of governing © another locality, or called away by death. 
pertained to separate members of the presbyterial 5. In the absence of an adequate supply of edv- 
college. As each had his special gift, so would he cated pastors, the best possible provision was thus 


devote himself more or less exclusively to the one made for promoting the faith and morals of the 
or the other of those sacred functions.” congregation.” 


Although the elders of the congregation were I will add just a few words. The Drafting Con- 
officially equal, it cannot fail to be noticed that, mittee of our Committee on Cooperation and 
according to 1 Tim. 5:17, some were entitled to Union in agreeing to the proposed plan of re 
more consideration than others. He who com- union, either wittingly or unwittingly agreed 
bined diligent rule with the laborious instruction the destruction of The Presbyterian Church. 
of the people was entitled to double reward. He . 
who was most abundant in labour, and on that The words “Elder” “Bishop” are interchange 
ground entitled to honour, would be asked to pre- able and terms in the New Testament, a tru 
side at meetings of the church for worship, and Presbyterian Church recognizes this fact, and is 
at meetings of the elders for Church business. The organization is based upon this fact. Elders 
only hint of the presiding elder given in the New Bishops or Presbyters were during New Tesi 
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ment times elected by the people to rule and teach 
and care for the flock. The first century does 
not furnish one particle of evidence to prove that 
among these elders there was any distinction of 
office. Elder, bishop, presbyter were different 
names for the same office. 


The bishop of Salisbury in “The Ministry of 
Grace” says “Throughout the early church, even 
at Rome and Alexandria, down to the third cen- 
tury the government of the Church was Presby- 
terian” with this opinion agree Dean Stanley, 
Dean Milman and Bishop Lightfoot. The word 
“Presbyterian” is a translation and means “Rule 
by Elders.” 
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There can be no reasonable doubt that during 
Apostolic times and for several hundred years 
after, the Church believed and taught and prac- 
tised, that “Elder”, “Presbyter, “Bishop” “Min- 
ister” are only different names for the same 
church officer. 


The only difference was in gifts, in labor, in 
usefulness, in influence, and in rewards. 


May God help us to defend His Truth and to 
be true to our heritage. 


Are our elders willing to give up their heritage? 
*2531 Bars Terrace, Jacksonville, Fla. 





Helping Forward The Affliction? 


By Rev. T. A. Painter, D.D.* 


Zechariah 1:14,15: “ ... Thus saith the Lord of 
Hosts; I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion 
with a great jealousy. And I am sore displeased 
with the heathen that are at ease: for I was but a 
little displeased, and they helped forward the 
affliction.” 


This text states a truth which seems particu- 
larly worthy of consideration in our day. It sets 
forth what all the later prophets declare to be 
true, that the Captivity was a punishment from 
Heaven, a judgment upon national disobedience. 
But it goes further and appears to make a dis- 
tinction between the elements of that punishment 
which were of God and those that were purely the 
result of human wickedness. It is implied that if 
the heathen had gone just so far in their affliction 
of the captive Jews God’s wrath would not have 
been kindled against them. 


Other passages of Scripture teach that God 
used the heathen nations to afflict His disobedient 
people, yet punished those same nations for what 
they did. It is an easy explanation to say that in 
a sense everything the Babylonians did, in the 
circumstances, was according to God’s will; and, 
at the same time, in a sense everything they did 
was contrary to His will. But that is pushing 
paradox to the point of actual contradiction. Zech- 
ariah makes a distribution of responsibility and 
gives the key to the interpretation of other pas- 
sages. He believed that the Exile was of God’s ap- 
pointment and according to His will, but he says 
that there were aspects of that judgment of His 
people which were not according to God’s will. 
The heathen went beyond what God intended. The 
punishment was aggravated by the deliberate 
cruelty of the conquerors. It is a fine point which 
easily leads to hair-splitting speculation—but there 
it is: “I was only a little displeased, and they 
helped forward the affliction.” And the result? 
“I am very sore displeased with the heathen.” 


Suppose the situation is reversed and God’s peo- 
ple (some of them, along with others), are made 
the instruments of His judgment upon the heathen 
peoples—say, those who so recently plunged the 
world into a riot of blood and rapine—what then? 
Some will not allow that, even under such cir- 
cumstances, the Christian can take up the sword 
righteously. To their way of thinking all violence 


and bloodshed, even in such a situation, is con- 
trary to God’s will. Others assume that if the 
cause is just (and most of us, doubtless, believe 
that the cause of the Allied Nations was just), 
and there is clearly more of right on one side than 
on the other, then God, of course, is entirely par- 
tisan, even to the point of overlooking and ex- 
cusing the weakness and wickedness of those who 
are the agents of His justice. 


This text comes to us with at least this clear 
teaching: “Granting that you are engaged in ad- 
ministering God’s justice, you may all too easily 
go beyond what carries out God’s will and that 
brings down upon you the judgment of Heaven.” 


We should guard against a self-righteous atti- 
tude. We may indeed too readily lose sight of our 
own faults and sins while contemplating the sins 
of our enemies and seeking to assess the enormity 
of their guilt. It is by no means easy to fix the 
line which marks the distinction between God’s 
punishment of the aggressor nations and His pun- 
ishment of the more peaceful nations. Strikingly 
God’s mercies have been extended to us as a na- 
tion, and never more markedly than in the closing 
days of the recent dark struggle when our un- 
worthy hands were found holding the most fright- 
ful instrument of destruction ever fashioned by 
the head and hand of man. We shudder to think 
of what might have been if it had been grasped by 
an utterly heartless, ruthless foe. 


But through the sheer mercies of God we were 
delivered. We have not been guiltless. The curse 
of liquor is upon our land. The slime of vice is 
spreading more widely day by day. Our youth 
have been deliberately debauched. The Sabbath 
rest is all but a thing of the past. 


The power that was unleashed in the atomic 
bomb shocked us into numbed horror. But that, 
after all, was as nothing compared with the subtle, 
slow-working poisons that are destroying the souls 
of our people. Physically speaking, man has un- 
locked a power that may well destroy this planet 
which he calls his home—at least, may destroy 
man himself: “A crude, an ignorant, unknowing 
hand has grasped the stuff of which the universe 
is made.” 
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Yes, the very danger lies in the fact that that 
hand is so largely unspiritualized. God has been 
pushed aside. His Christ has been denied. The 
very means of channeling His redemptive grace 
are being largely ignored or pushed into. the back- 
ground. Religious leaders are calling for Christian 
attitudes where there are unchristian hearts. 


One is. reminded by a recent Sunday School 
lesson of God’s contest with Jacob. In spite of his 
unworthiness: God had; through the years, shown 
Jacob many and particular mercies, in all of 
which He sought a changed heart in the man. 
Finally things were brought to an issue at Jabbok. 
Through the long night the Divine messenger 
wrestled with Jacob but he would not yield— 
would not understand. Then the Angel merely 
touched the stubborn man and drained the strength 
from him. In that moment Jacob realized, in what 
was at once the display and the restraint of un- 
limited power, the amazing goodness of God. In 
that moment of illumination the miracle of change 
was consummated. 


Ours has been a power-drunk world. In an orgy 
of blood and human misery one terrible weapon of 
destruction after another was turned upon flesh 
and blood. The world’s best in mind and matter 
was flung with abandon into the struggle. And 
when we had reached the point where many were 
imagining that nothing further in the way of big- 
ness or badness could surprise them the curtain 
was raised upon the horror of Hiroshimo. 


It seems as if God were saying to us in that 
moment of revealing: “See how great is the power 
that has been locked up in the tiny atom. But 
see, also, how great is my mercy. So easily could 
you have been destroyed; so easily can you be de- 
stroyed; so surely will you be destroyed, if hands 
which know nothing of goodness and restraint 
come into possession of the ‘stuff of which the 
universe is made.’” Now, if never before, must 
men realize that it is “Christ or chaos.’ But the 
Full Christ. Not just Jesus, the matchless char- 
acter and the persuasive teacher—that, but much 
more: The Mighty Christ, Son of God, Son of 
Man, crucified, raised and exalted to the Right 
Hand of Power. 


Then, too, even those who bear the sword of 
God’s justice may bear it in the wrong spirit and 
be cursed as a consequence. God’s displeasure has 
in it none of the revolting features that so often 
characterize human wrath. “He has no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked.” However striking the 
display of the Creator’s power manifested in the 
atomic bomb, there remains supreme the revela- 
tion which He made in Jesus Christ. God, who 
created the worlds by the word of His power and 
who “Commanded the light to shine out of the 
darkness, has shined in our hearts to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ.’”? Every other revelation pales 
into insignificance in comparison with that. Noth- 
ing can be more important than the “Good News,” 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ; and that gospel, in 
Paul’s striking figure, is summed up in the face of 
Jesus Christ. And what we see in the face of Jesus 
Christ—what the world needs to see—is the in- 
finite pity and compassion of Almighty God reach- 
ing out, through the agony of His judgment of 
sin, for the souls of men. That must always in 
some measure have been upon the face of Jesus, 


but men never understood until they looked upon 
the Cross. There “mercy and truth meet to- 
gether”; there, “righteousness and peace kiss 
each other.” That is the spirit in which God judges 
sin—always with a bleeding heart. 


As we face the world’s tragic need today, may 
it be in hatred of our own sins! May the goodness 
of God in granting us deliverance from the hands 
of our enemies lead us to sincere repentance that 
we may become the channels of His healing mer- 
cies in Christ to a sin-sick, sin-broken world! 


*Swannanoa, N. C. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


THE CONSTRUCTION OF A STRONG 
INNER LIFE 
By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. The Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Journal Company, Weaverville, 
N. C. Price 5c each or $4.00 per hundred post- 
aid. 
’ An able, meaty booklet entitled “The Construc- 
tion Of A Strong Inner Life,” has come from the 
pen of my former pupil, Dr. John R. Richardson, 
Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Alex- 
andria, La. Originally he delivered this message 
before the staff ef a large hospital. Now at their 
request he shares these materials with a wider 
public. In twelve pages full of Biblical truth and 
practical wisdom he tells what many a burdened, 
bewildered man or woman needs to know today. 
Would that every minister were skillful in the re- 
making of men according to the will of God. 
—Andrew W. Blackwood. 


SE  ” e 


THE PURPOSES OF CALVARY 


By Harry Rimmer. Published By Wm. B. Erd- 
mans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Price $1.25. 


In this volume Dr. Rimmer emphasizes the re- 
sults of Christ’s death. The theme of the book 
is that God planned to accomplish certain benefits 
to man through the avenue of the death of Christ 
and these things came to pass. The book points 
out that these benefits to man are summarized 
under the following headings: Christ dies that we 
might have: A Divine Demonstration, A New 
Destiny, A New Deliverance, A New Desire, A 
New Dynamic, A New Dominion. 


These subjects are presented in Dr. Rimmer’s 
unique way, with irresistible logic and with a chal- 
lenge to the reader to have fulfilled within himself 
all the purposes for which Christ died. We rec- 
ommend this book as one to still the minds and 
hearts of those who read it, and to impart a desire 
for a full, well rounded Christian life. This volume 
will be a bananza for those who will draw on it 
for sermon material. —E. McKinley Weaver. 
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PASTORAL WORK 


Andrew W. Blackwood, D.D., Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, Pa. Price, $2.09. 


The dominant purpose of this book is to generate 
a poignant consciousness of the importance and 
glory of being a faithful shepherd of souls. It 
seeks to recapture the holy glow that once sur- 
rounded the office of pastor. The author has suc- 
ceeded not only in illuminating the duties of this 
office, but in providing inspiration that will serve 
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as an invigorating shot in the arm to help the 
pastor to more effectively perform his strenuous 
work. 






Dr. Blackwood does not write as a detached 
theorist, but as one who has actually experienced 
both the encouraging and discouraging features 
of this kind of service. He is, therefore, in the 
position to emphasize the practical element in 
ministering to souls in normal and abnormal situ- 
ations. Wise counsel is offered from both the posi- 
tive and negative points of view. He tells the 
pastor what to do in the home and also things to 
avoid. He reminds the man of God that the use 
of tobacco may mar his influence, especially with 
parents of growing boys. In this connection he 
wrote, “If any man must smoke he need not do 
s in public. Some people resent that sort of 
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pastoral burnt offering.” 


While this volume is addressed primarily to the 
minister, it should also prove helpful to experi- 
enced pastors. Many of the concrete cases cited 
in this “source-book” will be of value to a pastor 
of any age. It comes at a most appropriate time 
for our Southern Presbyterian Church since we 
are emphasizing visitation evangelism this year. 
For visitation evangelism to be effective the pastor 
will have to take the initiative and he will find 
much help in this book, especially chapters entitled 
“The Openings For Evangelism” and “Enlisting 
Lay Visitors.” Now that the war is over the pastor 
will derive much benefit from the chapter entitled 
“The Minister After The War.” 


—John R. Richardson. 
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General Church News 


Columbia Seminary 


Columbia Theological Seminary opened for the 
school year 1945-46 with appropriate exercises in 
the Seminary Chapel on Tuesday evening, Sep- 
tember 11. The opening address of the new school 
year was delivered by Dr. S. A. Cartledge, Pro- 
fessor of New Testament Language and Exegesis, 
whose subject was “The First Theological Semi- 
nary—And Ours.” Following the exercises in the 
Chapel, the Faculty of the Seminary entertained 
at an informa] reception in honor of the new 
students. 


Only nine men are enrolled in the new Junior 
Class, making this the smallest group to ma- 
triculate at the Seminary for many years. Three 
members of the new class are veterans of much 
combat service overseas who have received their 
honorable discharge from military service within 
recent weeks, and it is hoped that these are but 
the vanguard of many others who will return from 
service to their country to prepare for service to 
the Church as ministers of the Gospel. Five addi- 
tional students have been enrolled for admission 
to the Seminary at the beginning of the winter 
quarter on November 27, and there is the prospect 
that still others will be admitted for the spring 
quarter. There are two young ladies enrolled as 
new students in the Bible Training Course offered 
by the Seminary. The institution is also particu- 
larly fortunate in having six foreign missionaries 
of our Church enrolled for students this fall as 
they prepare themselves for return to their re- 
spective fields of service. The total enrollment of 
the Seminary is approximately the same as for 
last year, and an auspicious start has been made 
upon the work of the new session. 


Assembly’s Training 
School 


The Assembly’s Training School in Richmond, 
Va., opened its thirty-second session on September 
12, with the largest enrollment in many years, 
and much the largest number of graduate students 
that it has ever enrolled. The dormitory is filled 
to capacity and a few students have been placed 
in homes near the campus. The total enrollment 
is 111. Of this number forty-three are seniors and 
sixty-eight are juniors. The students come from 
seventeen states and have studied in fifty colleges 
and universities. About two-thirds are graduate 
students. 


Two teachers have been added to the faculty. 
Miss Myrtle Williamson will give courses in 
Church School Organization and in Children’s and 
Young People’s Work, and will assist in super- 
vising the field work of the students. Miss Lydia 
Munroe, who is also a student, will give instruc- 
tien in Recreational Leadership. The Training 
School faculty will also be supplemented this year 
by professors of Union Theological Seminary and 
by representatives of the Executive Committee of 
Religious Education. Dr. W. T. Thompson will 
teach the Religious Growth of Children and Ado- 
lescents; Dr. E. T. Thompson, Church History; 


Dr. John Newton Thomas, Theology; Miss Orene 
McIlwain, Worship; and Dr. John L. Fairly, the 
Church School Curriculum. 


Dr. Herman Harrell Horne, distinguished pro- 
fessor emeritus of the History and Philosophy of 
Education, New York University, will deliver four 
lectures to the combined student bodies of the 
Training School and Union Seminary, September 
18-21, and will have conferences with the two 
faculties. 


King College Opens Its 
79th Session 


On September 11, King College received new 
students for the seventy-ninth year of its work. 
Former students were received on the 12th, and 
on the following day the first classes were held, 
The total enrollment of 93 students is still some 
what less than the pre-war student body, but 
much more than at any time since 1942. The 
freshman class is almost evenly divided, being 
half men and half women. 


New faculty members, beginning their work in 
King College during this college session, are: Dr. 
W. W. Arrowood, Professor of Bible; Miss Eliz. 
beth England, the Librarian; Miss Nancy Wylie, 
Associate Professor of English and Mathematics. 


It is confidently expected that First Lieutenant 
N. F. Young will be released from his duties in 
the Marine Corps, and will be able to resume his 
work as Director of Athletics in King College by 
October 1. 


On January 1, 1946, Dr. G. H. Cartledge come 
to King College as Dean of the Faculty and Pr 
fessor of Chemistry. 


General prospects for the work of the year seem 
very good: the remodeled library rooms allow 
space for about twice the number of books pre 
viously accommodated in the stack rooms, and for 
approximately double the number of readers 
the reference room. (This reading room will nov 
allow seating space for more than one-third the 
normal student body of King College.) 


The Missionary Emergency Fund, a trust funl 
established by Major A. D. Reynolds, has recently 
made a gift of $2,500.00 to the King College Le 
brary. During the coming year this will be & 
pended for books, in addition to the amounts re 
ularly carried in the college budget for this pur 
pose. 


Greater Montreat 


College 


Montreat College held its opening exercises # 
Gaither Hall on Wednesday, September 5, | 
10:00 A.M. The building was filled to capatill 
with members of the student body and 
from the community. Dr. Margaret Spencer, Desh 
welcomed the students to the college and int 
duced them to the members of the faculty. 
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R. C. Anderson, President, gave the opening ad- 
dress. 


The number of students enrolled approximates 
four hundred, with many on the waiting list. The 
faculty members number thirty-six. Seven new 
members were added this fall as follows: 


Miss Frances Corry, Gaffney, S. C., Music and 
English; Mrs. Edna Randall, Barbersville, Ky., 
Music; Mrs. Clara Culpepper, Staunton, Va., 
Housemother; Mrs. Wm. A. McCauley, Tampa, 
Fla., Spanish and French; Mrs. Roberta Denny, 
Philadelphia, Pa., Business Education; Miss Lila 
Kirtland, former Missionary to China, Montreat, 
N. C., Bible; and Mrs. Agnes Moreland, Montreat, 
N. C., English and History. 


Dr. Herman H. Horne, President Emeritus, New 
York University, who has a national reputation in 
the educational world, will deliver a series of lec- 
tures in Philosophy. 


On this date, September 5, 1945, Greater Mon- 
treat College opened its doors for the first time 
on the four-year college basis. The Junior Class 
courses of study have been added to the curric- 
ulum. Next year, 1946, the Senior Class will be 
— making Montreat College a four-year 
college. 


The need for a four-year college at Montreat is 
finally being met and the work originally planned 
for the institution will be carried forward. It is 
now possible for the many special advantages of 
Montreat to be given the two upper classes as well 
as to the two lower college classes. A four-year 
college can be conducted at Montreat on the most 
economical basis. The present buildings, grounds, 
equipment and management can serve a senior col- 
lege with comparatively small additional cost. 


There now exists an urgent call for thoroughly 
trained Christian teachers and Bible teachers for 
our public schools, as well as for our church 
schools. Millions of American men and women 
have left home, given up their business, suffered 
hardships, torture and death, to conserve the 
things for which our Nation stands and to make 
it possible for even the weakest Nation of the 
earth to have justice and human rights. The armed 
forces have conquered the enemy in this fight. It 
ls now the task of the schools and colleges and 
the generations attending these institutions to fit 
themselves to lead the thought and mold the pur- 
poses of the peoples of the world so that they may 
continue to be free. For this leadership there is 
needed the college-trained Christian man and wo- 
man with minds enlightened in the fundamentals 
of justice and right and a will guided and 
strengthened by a faith in the Prince of Peace. 
It was Woodrow Wilson who said: “Our civiliza- 
tion cannot survive materially unless it is re- 
deemed spiritually.” 


The colleges of the South have a great role to 
Play in the building of sterling characters for this 
leadership, It is believed that Greater Montreat 

ollege will take its place in this necessary ad- 
vancement in the life of the Church and the 

ation and will render an immense service in pre- 
paring young women for the highest type of Chris- 
tian work. Members of the State Department of 
ucation have promised their full and hearty 
support in the upbuilding of Greater Montreat 
ollege. The student body, faculty and Trustees 
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of the College were unanimous in their approval 
of the advancement of the college to the four- 
year basis. 


The purpose of Montreat College has been, and 
will continue to be, to produce the highest type of 
Christian women, the world’s great need and the 
world’s greatest production. The Christian mother 
is the hope of the home, of the Church and of the 
State. The teacher multiplies her life many times 
in the lives of those she teaches. Trained Chris- 
tian leadership is always needed to guide the 
home, the Church and the State in the right di- 
rection. Investment in Christian womanhood is a 
blessing to the world and as lasting as eternity. 


A quiet campaign has been started to provide 
funds with which to operate Greater Montreat 
College efficiently and to secure its perpetuity. 
Some progress has been made in this direction 
and there is absolute confidence that the enter- 
prise will be carried successfully to its com- 
pletion. 


It is estimated that about $500,000 will be 
needed for endowment and equipment to put the 
four-year college on a firm monetary basis. This 
is a large sum but small in comparison to the 
magnitude of the enterprise and the great need of 
the work. It is hoped that friends of the College 
and of Montreat will not overlook this appeal. 
Gifts to Montreat College can be made in bonds, 
stock, real estate and cash, as may be most con- 
venient to the donor. Gifts can also be memorials 
in endowment funds, buildings, or otherwise. The 
names of donors may be preserved in tablet form 
as founders of Greater Montreat College. 


Excellent courses in the Junior and Senior 
Classes have been already set up in the curric- 
ulum. Courses leading to the degree of Bachelor 
of Arts with an opportunity to major in Bible and 
Religious Education, English and Social Studies, 
are offered. In working toward the degree of 
Bachelor of Science, the student may major in 
Education, Bible and Religious Education, and 
Business Education. 


Regular teacher training is offered in both Ele- 
mentary and Secondary Education and splendid 
courses are provided for this purpose. 


Special work in Home Economics can be chosen 
during the Freshman and Sophomore years. 


A two-year course is offered in Commercial or 
Business Training. 


A special course in Church Secretarial Work is 
offered which combines Bible Training and Busi- 
ness Education. This course equips the student for 
a position as Church Secretary. ' 


New faculty members have been added to the 
already excellent Music Department, and courses 
in Piano, Voice and Choral Work, may be chosen. 
With Miss Mary Patterson Lord, Mrs. Clark John- 
son, Mrs. Edna Randall, Miss Frances Cory and 
Miss Elizabeth Irwin Woodhouse are associated 
also Mr. and Mrs. Crosby Adams, nationally known 
in the musical circles of America. 


The North, South, East and West, as well as 
three Latin American countries, are today repre- 
sented in the student body of Greater Montreat 
College. It is evident that the influence of the in- 
stitution is beginning to reach throughout the en- 
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tire United States and even into some of our for- 
eign countries. 


Montreat is beautiful at this season of the year. 
The weather is delightful and there is a happy 
group of girls assembled at Greater Montreat 
College for study. 


Assembly Inn is open the year ’round and can 
furnish pleasant accommodations for guests at 
any time. 

ee EE 
First Presbyterian Church Of Spartanburg 
Does Fine Work In Weekday 
Education Field 

The First Presbyterian Church of Spartan- 
burg, S. C. is beginning its second year in the 
field of weekday education. From a_ suggestion 
made by an elder that such a church plant should 
be used every day in the week, and through the 
leadership of the pastor, Dr. A. W. Dick, the 
school has developed. Last year about forty-five 
children were enrolled in a preschool group, with 
an average attendance of forty. The Nursery, Pri- 
mary, and Beginner rooms were used through the 
week for these children. The hours were from nine 
until twelve. There were four teachers; a leading 
teacher, an assistant, and two helping teachers. 
The leading teacher and her assistant have operat- 
ed a successful kindergarten in their home for sev- 
eral years, so there was no difficulty in enrolling 
the number of children desired. These teachers had 
the confidence and love of the parents of the city. 
Children of our church were first given an oppor- 
tunity to register, and then the enrollment was 
opened to the public. During last year there was 
a waiting list. 


The school is self-supporting. Parents pay a 
tuition fee which takes care of salaries, special 
janitor service, milk and crackers for the chil- 
dren’s lunch, books and supplies. One of the 
deacons of the church acts as treasurer. 


This year the preschool department has been 
increased to fifty-five four-and-five-year olds, 
and another teacher added. The first grade is an- 
other addition, with an enrollment of twenty-two. 
An experienced first-grade teacher was secured 
and a classroom prepared for this group on the 
second floor of the educational building. This grade 
is added for children who are a little too young 
to enter public school. This step has been taken, 
not because we believe in sending children to 
schoo] earlier than educators recommend, but be- 
cause parents are sending them and there is no 
school for Protestant children in the city. Every 
precaution—such as maturity tests and confer- 
ences with parents—is being taken in order to 
prevent children from being forced beyond their 
mental and social maturity. 


The policies of the school are determined by 
the Religious Education Committee of the church, 
headed by the pastor, and the school is under the 
supervision of the Director of Religious Education. 
It has been agreed that the school in the church 
should encompass all the best content and 
procedures of the public school and kindergarten, 
with an added religious content and Christian 
interpretation of life. There has been much during 
this first year to encourage us. Many favorable 
comments have come from parents, as to their 
children’s development, their attitude toward the 
church, and sensitivity to spiritual values. The at- 
tendance at Daily Vacation Bible School this year 


was much greater in this age group than before 
attendance at the regular Church School hour has 
been more regular. The church staff, from janitor 
to pastor, has had a very happy experience with 
the children. We have become a “church family.” 
The children love the church and know those of ys 
who work at the church as friends. This daily eop. 
tact with about seventy-five children gives the 
church a new and deeper influence in the homes 
and a better understanding of the needs of the 
homes of the congregation. We feel that at last 
the church is finding one way to show that Chris. 
tianity is not just a matter of one day or can 
be taught in one hour a week, but that it has to 
do with all of life. 


Miss Rachael Wylie is Director 


of Religious 
Education in this church. 





-_ 
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DEATH 


Mrs. Janie Morton McGehee 
Mrs. Janie Read Morton McGehee died on July 
5, 1945, at the Southside Community Hospital, 
Farmville, Va. While she had been in ill health 
for many months, her death came unexpectedly, 


The daughter of Martha Elizabeth Daniel and 
David Flournoy Morton she was born in Char- 
lotte County on August 3, 1868, and resided there 
all her life. In early childhood she united with 
Briery Presbyterian Church where her forefathers 
for successive generations had worshipped and 
where she was a most devoted, faithful and un- 
tiring worker until her death. Her kindness, un- 
selfishness, amiability and cheerfulness, as well as 
her fine sense of humor and sparkling wit, en- 
deared her to a large circle of relatives and friends 
who feel in her passing an irreparable loss. The 
pastors of the various churches in the community 
always found a ready welcome in her home and 
they will miss her loyal support. 


On January 4, 1893, she married Mr. Flournoy 
McGehee, also a faithful member and an officer 
in Briery Church. Besides her husband, she is sur- 
vived by one brother, James Daniel Morton, of 
Drake Branch, Va., and the following children: 
Morton G. and Read F. McGehee, of Petersburg, 
Va., Sgt. David E. McGehee, serving with the 
armed forces in India, Mrs. Cecil Lang, wife of 
Col. Cecil Lang, serving as chaplain overseas, and 
the Misses Mary, Janie and Ruth McGehee, of 
Keysville, Va. The lives of her children testify to 
ao example of fine motherhood illustrated by her 
ife. 


Funeral services for Mrs. McGehee were held at 
Briery Church on July 6, with interment in the 
ehurch cemetery. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


LESSON FOR OCTOBER 21 


Making The Home Christian 


Scripture: Luke 10:38-42; I Corinthians 12:31; 
13:1-13; 14:la. Devotional Reading 6:1-9. 


Two things are necessary to make a home 
Christian—the Presence of Christ, and the Love 
of Christ. If Christ is a welcome and abiding 
Guest in the Home, and if His Love fills our 
hearts and the whole atmosphere of the home, 
then we can say our home is Christian. The two 
passages we study today bring out these two 
aspects of a Christian Home. 


The Home At Bethany 
(Luke 10:38-42) 


In these few verses we catch a glimpse into one 
of the best homes of the New Testament—the 
home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus—the home 
where Jesus spent most of His nights during His 
last week on earth. 


The two sisters expressed their devotion to 
the Lord in different ways, Martha by serving, 
Mary by listening to His words. There have al- 
ways been these two sorts of Christians—the one 
showing their love by intense activity, the other 
by meditation and communion. Sometimes our 
“much serving” gets on our nerves and we, like 
Martha, are apt to be critical of our “mystic” 
brethren, calling them lazy. 


We do not feel that Mary was lazy or unwilling 
to do her share in the duties of housekeeping. A 
great opportunity had come to hear what the 
Great Teacher had to say and she did not want to 
miss that opportunity. There are times when ma- 
terial things take a secondary place. The Master 
would have preferred a much simpler meal while 
both sisters listened to His words. 


We wonder if all of us could not get a very 
practical lesson from this scene. Most of us have 
visiting preachers with us conducting meetings. 
Would it not be much better if we had less care 
and trouble preparing sumptous meals for the 
preachers and more time spent in spiritual con- 
versation? Even a little “fasting” instead of so 
much “feasting” would not hurt. Sometimes our 
hostesses are worn out so that they cannot even 
attend the service that day or night, much less 
get the most out of the worship and message. 


We believe there is a lesson here for the home. 
We are “careful and troubled” about many things 
in the home. We forget the “one thing needful,” 
Christ; Christ as our Abiding Guest, while we 
spend much time listening to His words. The 
feverish atmosphere of many homes, where there 
8 no time even for the family altar, would give 
Place to a real peace and joy that would mean 
80 much for all those in the home. After all, it 
takes little to have a happy and worthwhile home 
if we have the one thing needful—Christ. 


Rae church might well heed these words. The 
church at Laodicea had many things, but Christ 
Was on the outside. We can have much activity, 
manifold organizations, all sorts of “committees”; 
We can be careful and troubled about what we are 


trying to do to serve the Lord; but the one thing 
the church needs—the presence and power and 
teaching of Christ may be left out. I am sure that 
the heart of the Great Head of the Church is 
hungry for more Marys who will sit at His feet 
and listen while He speaks. He would like to say 
to His busy, bustling Church, “Be still and know 
that I am God.” 


The Hymn Of Love 
(1 Corinthians 12:31; 13:1-13; 14:1a) 


Christian Love has been well named, “the 
greatest thing in the world.” This love is to be 
applied in every sphere of life, but there is no 
place where it needs application more than in the 
Home. Truth makes a strong home; Obedience 
makes a beautiful home; Joy makes a magnetic 
home; but love is the tie that binds the home to- 
— and makes it the sweetest place in the 
world. 


Love is vital. Eloquence, Knowledge, Faith, 
Charity, even Martyrdom, without it, are useless 
or worthless. 


Love is so big; so many-sided. It is like the 
white light that passed through a prism separates 
into all the colors of the rainbow. Verses 4-7 show 
us something of the character and nature of this 
wonderful gift of the Spirit—the “more excel- 
lent way,” (12:31). 


Love is patience; “suffereth long.” Where is 
patience needed more than in the home? 


Love is kindness. The smal] deeds done in the 
spirit of love make the home dear to our hearts. 


Envy is a terrible sin. It shows its ugly head 
in the home. “Love envieth not.” 


Pride is an enemy of the home as well as an 
abomination to God. “God resisteth the proud.” 
“Love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up.” 


Courtesy is “to do and say the kindest thing 
in the kindest way.’”’ Where can we find a better 
place to use it than in the home? Love “doth not 
behave itself unseemly.” Love makes every man 
a gentleman, every woman a gentlewoman. 


Love is unselfish. “Seeketh not her own.” 
Nothing is needed more constantly and sorely, 
especially where human interests are so closely 
bound together, than this product of love. 


It is easy to “lose our tempers” in the home. 
We can “hold in” as long as we are among 
strangers or business associates or public gather- 
ings, but we are apt to “let loose” when we get 
home, but “love is not easily provoked.” 


“Thinketh no evil.” Would not this keep many 
a home intact instead of going to pieces on the 
rocks of suspicion and gossip? 


Love gets its joy from good things, things that 
are true. It never rejoices in iniquity. Is there not 
a lesson for us as we try to have our fun in the 
home? 


In the seventh verse we have a summary of four 
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more big things above love. It beareth, believeth, 
hopeth, endureth all things. Behind the sweetness 
of love there is the strength of the rock. It is like 
“honey out of the rock.” 


In verses 8-12 we are shown the permanence and 
perfectness of Love. Other gifts are like childish 
toys compared to this full-grown gift of Love. 
Other gifts are like a mirror; love is a face to 
face experience. Love brings the perfection of 
knowledge. 


Faith is necessary for a home. It furnishes a 
function, for mutual trust must be underneath it 
all. Hope is necessary for the home. It would be 
miserable without it. Faith and hope abide. “But 
the greatest of these is love.” 


Do you have Christ in your home? Is He an 
Abiding Guest? Are you treating Him as He wants 
to be treated, listening to His voice and words? 


Is Christian Love the guiding principle in your 
home? 


oq —-—_—_—__— 


LESSON FOR OCTOBER 28 


The Influence Of Christian 
Homes 


Scripture: Acts 16:13-15; II Timothy 1:1-6; 
3:14-15; Titus 2:1-4, 11-12. Devotional] Reading: 
Psalm 101. 


Suppose each one of us would make the reso- 
lution the Psalmist makes in Psalm 101:2, “I 
will walk within my house with a perfect heart.” 
Would not the influence of our homes change 
the whole world? 


It would be hard to estimate the total influence 
of Christian Homes. When we think of the homes 
in which a Moses was trained, or a home from 
which Samuel was sent out to be a great edu- 
cational leader and king-maker, or the home of 
John and Charles Wesley, or some of the homes of 
those who built America, we can begin to realize 
what Christian, God-fearing Homes have meant to 
the world. Is the number of such homes increasing 
or diminishing? We may well ponder this question. 


The First Christian Home In Europe 
(Acts 16:13-15) 

When Paul heard the Macedonian cry, “Come 
over and help us,” he little knew the tremendous 
issues involved, or that the first convert in Greece 
would be a woman and that the first Christian 
Home would be in her house. 


The conversion of Lydia was a very quiet, but 
no less wonderful conversion. The Lord opened her 
heart, she attended to the Word spoken by Paul, 
she openly confessed her faith by being baptized. 
Then she invited the disciples to make her home 
their headquarters. When we think of this small 
beginning and then of the spread of the Gospel 
in that land, of the many churches organized, 
it thrills our souls, this first Christian Home in 
cultured Greece! Would it not be most interesting 
and encouraging to have a record of first Homes 
in other lands that have been reached by the 
Gospel? Who knows what prayer-meetings by 
river sides and Christian Homes have wrought? 


The Home Of Timothy 
’ CII Timothy 1:1-6; 3:14-15) 
This home seems to have been but half-Jewish, 


and later Christian. We hope that Timothy’s Gree; 
father became a devout follower of Timothy’; 
Saviour. With such a son, and the Godly influence 
in the home, we feel sure that he did. 


There were two Godly women in the home; the 
grandmother, Lois, and the mother, Eunice. How 
often has it been true that the mother and grand. 
mother have been the forces for good and for 
God in the home. The mother of the Wesleys, the 
mother of Augustine, the mother of George Wash. 
ington—the list would be long, if we could 
enumerate even a small number of such cases, 


The Holy Scriptures had a large and leading 
place in this home. They were taught to Timothy 
from childhood. They brought him wisdom, the 
wisdom that makes wise unto salvation. A Godly 
mother and grandmother with The Word of God! 
Here is the explanation of the influence of his 
home upon Timothy and upon the world through 
him. God give us more homes like this, more such 
mothers and grandmothers! Do some of our moth- 
ers (perhaps grandmothers, too), realize what they 
are missing in the way of reward, when they leave 
the children to hirelings while they waste their 
time in bridge parties, dances, club meetings, or 
work that is not necessary? A mother’s throne is 
still the seat beside the cradle. The One Book for 
the home is still the Bible. 


“Sound Doctrine”? Or Teaching For All Homes 
(Titus 2:1-4, 11-12) 


Here is some mighty sound advice for all those 
who wish to make their homes count for God and 
have an influence that will be felt the world over. 


First, “aged man.” What a sad sight to see sin 
full-grown in an old man! “To be sober, grave, 
temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience.” 
Here is a portrait to make one rejoice. The hoary 
head is always a crown of glory, if it be found in 
the way of righteousness. Old men can be a bless- 
ing, and not a cumbrance or burden to the home. 
We can be not “in the way,” but a light to show 
the way, if the glory of heaven shines in our faces. 


Then, “Aged women.” “As becometh holiness.” 
To see some aged saints, like some we know, just 
waiting to go home and be with their Saviour is 
indeed a glorious sight. Their presence is a bene 
diction, their influence like a foretaste of heaven. 
“Teacher of good things.” We will listen to such 
women! 


The young women. There is no more beautiful 
picture than a young wife and mother as de 
scribed by Paul in these two verses, (Titus 2:4-5). 
Such women occupy places of influence and power 
such as no king or queen can have. They are the 
ones who will purify and ennoble and make power- 
ful for good the homes of our land. These are the 
sort of mothers that have made America gre 
some of them living in log cabins and enduring 
all the privations and hardship of pioneers. Not 
just any hand that rocks a cradle, but a han 
guided by love and purity. 


“Young men.” Surely every husband and young 
father should ponder these next three verses. 
a noble calling, to be such a “head” of the home! 
If young husbands and fathers were like this, there 
would be no hardship in “obeying” them. 
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Titus 2:11-12 
The home is pictured in these verses as a 
school. 


The “grace of God that bringeth salvation” 
starts the school. 


The school has a negative side. In such a home 
and school we are taught to say “No”, to say no to 
ungodliness and worldly lusts. We are taught to 
fear God, which is the beginning of wisdom, and 
to keep the world and its desires from swamping 
us, to keep clean in soul. 


The school has a positive side. Live soberly. 
This does not mean sadly, but with a realization 
that “life is real, life is earnest,” not frivolity and 
fun. The Christian life is full of deepest joy, but 
aso of grave responsibilities. ‘“Righteously.” 


Every home should have right relations to other 
homes; every inmate of the home, right relations 
to the other members of the home. “Godly.” This 
is the third dimension of home life and of all life. 
To leave God out is to make home only a flat 
earthly existence; to put God first is to lift the 
home up to Heaven. 


The thirteenth and fourteenth verses should be 
added, for they give the “Blessed Hope” that in- 
spires the home—the glorious appearing of Him 
who loved us and gave Himself for us and will 
come again to take us to Himself in the perfect 
Home above. 


May we close our lessons on the Home with the 
earnest prayer that God will make our homes like 
the ones He describes for us, and that He will save 
the Homes of America. 





Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Second Sunday: An Abiding Emergency. 


Introduction 


During this month we are hearing a lot in our 
churches about the “Home Mission Emergency 
Fund.” This fund has to do with meeting the needs 
of many communities in our southland where great 
numbers of people have moved in from other 
parts of the country to work in war plants and 
in new industries. When we speak of it as an 
emergency most of us think that it is something 
brought on by the war, and the urgent necessity 
of doing something will be over after the war. 


The dictionary defines an emergency as “an 
unforeseen condition calling for immediate ac- 
tion.” The unforeseen condition in this case is 
the influx of thousands upon thousands of peo- 
ple into our southland who know not Jesus Christ 
as Saviour and Lord; therefore they are lost. This 
condition calls for immediate action on our part. 
But when the war is over the emergency won’t be 
over, The people will still be here in great num- 
bers, and many of them still will be without 
Christ. As long as there is one soul anywhere in 
the world who has not heard the Gospel it is 
urgent that we get the Gospel to that one. So 
an emergency is a condition that calls for im- 
mediate action, so Home Missions will be an abid- 
Ing emergency for many years to come because 
about forty per cent of our people have never 
been reached at all for Christ and the Church. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Romans 10:8-15 


The necessity and urgency of doing something 
for all these folk is seen in this passage. It sets 
down the chain of steps by which a man can be 
saved. Read through the passage, then mark the 
key words: confess (v. 9). call (v. 13), believe 
v. if): hear (v. 14), preach (v. 15), and sent 


These words give us the story. A man can only 
€ saved when he confesses the Lord Jesus before 
men. But he can not so confess until he has 
called upon the Lord in faith, and he can not call 
on the Lord unless he has heard the Gospel. And 


he will never hear the Gospel unless some one 
comes and preaches it to him, and no one will 
come unless that one be sent of the Lord. There- 
fore the abiding emergency is that people be sent 
out to preach the Gospel to those who have not 
heard. There is no other way. 


Every young person who studies this lesson will 
be in one of three possible positions in relation 
to these steps: maybe the young person has never 
really believed on the Lord Jesus and confessed 
Him before men, if not now is the time for him 
to take this first step; maybe the young person 
is a real believer and a member of the church, 
then he should be having a real part in sending 
others out to preach where the Gospel has not 
gone; and maybe he has already done the first 
two steps and God is now calling him to step 
out in full obedience and be sent himself into 
highways and hedges with the Gospel message. 
This kind of Home Missions is an abiding emer- 
gency. 


Suggestions 

Let some one or more introduce the program 
and present home missions from the above Scrip- 
ture lesson. Then let the group list the different 
groups of people in and near their church that 
ought to be reached and discuss how well their 
church is seeking to reach them. Some one could 
also get a copy of the Annual Report to the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Executive Committee of 
Home Missions and point out all the groups in 
our south that the committee is reaching and 
especially point out what has been done by the 
Emergency Fund. 


Third Sunday: Into The Days Of Peace. 


Introduction 
Most of us take the church for granted. Our 
church was here when we were born, it is here 
today, and we assume that it will be here tomorrow 
no matter what we do or don’t do. 


The true church of Jesus Christ will continue 
in the world until that day when Christ shall come 
to reign, but the organized church in a particular 
place or a particular country will abide only so 
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long as men are faithful and true to the Gospel 
and to the work of the church. Many people criti- 
cise the church and make suggestions about it, 
but the risen Christ, the great Head of the Church, 
has given the truest criticism and sanest advice 
to the church of any one who has ever spoken 
about it. This criticism and advice are given to us 
in Revelation, chapters 2 and 3. Let us take 
—_— part of that section for our message to- 
night. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Revelation 2:1-7 


1. Commendation: V. 1-3. This church was a 
working, serving church, and to all outward ap- 
pearances was a good church. 


2. Condemnation: V. 4. The members had lost 
their first love for Christ, one another, and the 
lost. Love to Christ expressed in fellowship with 
believers and service to all men is the heart of the 
church. When the heart quits the body soon dies. 


3. Cure: V. 5. (a) Repentance: Remember what 
you have been and ought to be, and turn around 
and be these things. (b) Warning: unless the 
members do this Christ says He will take away 
their “candlestick.” This is figurative for the light 
that dwelt in their midst, Christ Himself. It is 
His presence that makes a church anything more 
than a group of people, and when we cease to love 
Him, one another, and the world He withdraws 
and we are then a church in name only. 


Suggestions 


As we move into the future days of peace many 
problems face the church, and unless we solve 
them victoriously and cease taking the church 
for granted the church shal] lose its rightful place 
among us. Some of these great problem areas 
are outlined for us in the Home Mission Study 
Booklet for this year, “These Moving Times,” 
by Hermann N. Morse especially in chapter 5. 
One of the great problems will be how to truly 
reach the returning service man. 


The answer as to how this can be done lies in 
two directions: 


1. We must use all the man power available. 
We must not have pew warmers who feel that 
religion consists merely in going to church. We 
must not have merely those who believe in the 
church and wish her well. We must not even have 
just those working who want to work. We must 
list every bit of man power we have in our 
churches and see that every man, woman, and 
child has a job to do. 


2. We must use all the spiritual power provided. 
Mere numbers will never do the job. We must 
have every one at work, but we must have every 
one seeking to walk in full, yielded fellowship 
oy _ that they might be filled with the power 
of God. 


The leaders of your group or the group itself 
in discussion can develop this theme and spend 
a good deal of time on the question of what may 
be lacking of spiritual power in your group and 
what the Lord would have you do about it. Ur 
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maybe you would want to figure out how Many 
jobs need to be done in your church that young 
people could do, and how many of your Young 
people are idle. 


Fourth Sunday: God’s Selective Service Au, 
Introduction 


Just before the war was fully on us our goy. 
ernment passed a Selective Service Act. Eve 


* American was required to present himself and he 


registered, and then through the months the goy. 
ernment has called on each man to serve wherever 
the government wanted him. It is so with us in the 
Church that God has a selective service act. Every 
one of us who believes in Jesus Christ and joins 
the church has registered with God, and we are to 
serve wherever He calls us. 


Some years ago I was talking to a fellow on 
the streets about His relationship to Jesus Christ, 
and he sought to turn the force of the conver. 
sation by asking me this question, “You preachers 
are always talking about being called, what do you 
mean by that?” All of us in the church have regis. 
tered and we should be ready to move out when 
God calls, but what do we mean and how do we 
know when we talk about a call? 


We mean two things: First, we mean that the 
Spirit of God must direct all the work of God 
that is to be effective, and second we mean that 
we must be personally directed by the Spirit. Let’s 
see these two lines of truth in the Word. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


1. The Spirit directs the work of the Church. 
(a) By bestowing capacities for service: 1 Corin- 
thians 12;4-11. (b) By interceding in_ prayer: 
Romans 8:25-27. (c) By creating and intensify- 
ing the spirit of evangelism: Acts 5:12-16. (d) By 
calling certain ones to specific tasks: Acts 20:28; 
13:2. (e) By giving power to preach the Gospel: 
1 Peter 1:12. (f) By directing the missionary ac- 
tivities of the church: Acts 13:1-4. 


2. Spirit guides us as individuals. (a) He guides 
us by the example set in the Person of Christ. (b) 
He guides us by the Word of God through Its 
characters and commands. (c) He guides ws 
through the experiences of Christians of all ages 
(d) He guides us by providential opening and 
closing doors of opportunity. (e) He guides 
through the counsel of Christian friends and lead- 
ers. (g) He guides us by the inner conviction born 
of the Spirit. 


Suggestions 


This should be a well planned program lead- 
ing up to a time of prayer and heart searching, 
a time when every young person in the group &: 
himself or herself the question, “Is God 
me to some place of full time service?” You 
adult adviser can plan best how this can be done 
or maybe you might want to invite your pastor 1. 
At any rate be sure to emphasize the two fold 
point of view of the Scripture—the church 
effective only when directed by the Holy = 
and the Holy Spirit can direct the church only 
He is directing you. 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman’s Calendar 
October 1945 


First Week in October: Religious Education Week. 
(Started September 30). 


October 7: Worldwide Communion Sunday. Rally 
Day. 


October 8: Home Mission Study Season and Emer- 
gency Fund Campaign begin. 


October 14-21: Church Paper Week. 
October 21: Reformation Day. 


October 28: Opening Day of Week of Prayer and 
Self-denial for Home Missions. 


October Circle Topic: “Say So.” When? In A Time 
Like This! 


Auxiliary Topic: “Opportunity Unlimited—Now.” 


<i. 


The General Assembly Speaks 
On The Sabbath 


(Excerpts From Assembly Reports) 





We would sound a warning! The conflict is now 
on. It is truly sad that in our Christian nation, 
yea, in our Christian Church, the Christian Sab- 
bath has to be defended, and that we have to con- 
tend for the preservation of holiness. 


As goes the Sabbath so goes the Church. The 
Church cannot long maintain its visible existence 
without the Sabbath. If the Sabbath Day is saved 
to. America, the Church must save it. Nevertheless, 
there seems to be among the leaders and people 
of the Church a spirit of lethargy about the situa- 
tion and danger. During the past half-century or 
more the increasing secularization and desecration 
of the Day have been clearly a drift toward a 
“Continental Sunday”; and this drift has not re- 
ceived the attention and militant concern of the 
Church which its importance justifies and loyalty 
to the Kingdom interests demands. Let us be con- 
cerned. Next to Evangelism, and, indeed, as a 
vital aid to Evangelism, the Church probably has 
no greater duty and responsibility than to declare 
and enforce the command of God to remember the 
Sabbath Day and to keep it holy according to the 
Tequirements laid down by God in His Word. 


The manner in which the Sabbath is observed 
among us today is a symptom of a worldly-minded 
Church and a paganizing State. We cannot build 
a Christian Church and a Christian country on the 
debris of a broken-down Sabbath. When the Sab- 
ath is lost worship ceases, religion declines, the 
Church apostatizes, the nation becomes pagan, 
and men, women and children are lost. May 
oma — State remember the Sabbath Day to 

1 oly. ; 


Worldwide Communion Sunday 
October 7th 1945 


The first Sunday in October is Worldwide Com- 
munion Sunday, a time when each local congrega- 
tion of every evangelical denomination is asked to 
make an effort to have every member present at 
its own communion table. 


It is both timely and appropriate that Christians 
around the world plan to gather at the Lord’s 
Table on the same day at least once during the 
year; and this year we should come in true hu- 
mility, having a new depth to our gratitude, and 
fulness to our love and consecration because of 
what the Lord hath done for us. 


Much thought and prayer should be given to 
preparation for Worldwide Communion Sunday 
that we all, men, women, and children, may be 
conscious of our spiritual oneness in Christ with 
fellow Christians in all the world. At His Table we 
are one—no race, speech, color, denomination or 
national allegiance divides. We are united in su- 
preme allegiance to Jesus Christ, and as we come 
together we bear witness to our faith in Him, His 
sacrifice and His offer of new life to all who be- 
lieve on Him, and surely we shall set out anew to 
follow Him and to make Him known to all who 
know Him not in all the world. 


Church Paper Week 
October 14-21 


For many years leaders of the Woman’s Aux- 
iliary have shouldered a major responsibility in 
the promotion of Church Paper Week. Again this 
year we are calling to the attention of the women 
of our Church the fact that Church Paper Week, 
October 14-21, is a special time to stress the im- 
portance of reading church papers, securing re- 
newals of subscriptions, and also new subscrip- 
tions. 


In days such as these, Christians need to live to 
their utmost for Christ, declaring by their lives, 
their lips, their deeds, that He is Lord of all and 
Saviour of all who will accept Him. The most im- 
portant part of our equipment for such service is 
the Bible and daily we need to read prayerfully 
from God’s Word. Also we need information about 
His work in the world and other messages of in- 
spiration and challenge, such as are given in our 
church publications. We are interested in the an- 
nouncement that there are now to be two issues of 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal each month, 
thus making possible a larger channel of informa- 
tion and inspiration to its readers. 


As we seek to put into action the call of the 
Master to be His witnesses in our “Jerusalem, 
Judea, Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth,” we are grateful for the help given by 
the church papers for that service for Christ. 


(Miss) Janie W. McGaughey, Secretary of the 
Committee on Woman’s Work. 
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Evangelism Our Task 
Goals For This Year 


50,000 members added on profession of faith 
by April, 1946, or one to every ten members. 


100,000 witnesses to Christ, or one to every 
five members. 


What does this mean to you—to your Church? 
If there are one hundred members in your Church 
it will mean that there should be added ten by 
profession of faith to your present membership 
before the end of this church year. If your Church 
has a membership of a thousand it would mean 
that one hundred should be added on profession 
of faith. To aid in reaching the goal before us the 
Committee on Evangelism and the General As- 
sembly call the Church to a program of Visitation 
Evangelism. This plan of Evangelism is being used 
with marked success by Methodists, Evangelicals, 
Protestant Episcopalians, Disciples of Christ, Re- 
formed - Church of America, Northern Baptist, 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., and the United Pres- 
byterians. 


Visitation Evangelism is a simple but well 
thought-out plan for utilizing the lay forces of 
the Church. It trains carefully chosen laymen to 
call two by two in a friendly manner according to 
an adaptation from Christ’s method of instructing 
a special] plan. In reality Visitation Evangelism is 
the Twelve and the Seventy, and sending them 
forth to extend the Gospel. It may be carried out 
on a community-wide, interdenominational basis, 
or on a denominational basis including the 
churches of a certain area. Also, it may be adapted 
to a local church for an intensive effort of several 
days, or over an extended period as desired. 


Preparation for Visitation Evangelism is of pri- 
mary importance and will determine largely the 
success of the program. Therefore, a church will 
need to start well in advance of the actual dates 
to enlist intercessors, to prepare lists, to set up 
committees, and to choose workers. The Manual 
on Evangelism, which gives full direction for a 
Visitation Evangelism Campaign, can be secured 
from Dr. H. H. Thompson, Director of Committee 


on Evangelism, 529 North State Street, Jackson 
36, Miss. 


Women of the Church are urged to co-operate 
with plans made by the Pastor and Session for 
Visitation Evangelism in the local church, and 
especially to respond to the call of the Committee 
on Evangelism to offer themselves to assist in the 
community or city-wide survey, which is sug- 
gested as a part of the campaign. Above all they 
are called to undergird the program with con- 
tinued intercession. 


The fact that many of the leading denomina- 
tions of America are planning to make this their 
major emphasis for 1946 is impressive testimony 
to the fact that Visitation Evangelism offers a 
scriptural, practical and effective method for har- 
nessing the lay forces of the Church. Many min- 
isters and laymen of the Church have had experi- 
ence in this plan of winning men to Christ and 
recommend it most heartily. It is not offered to 
supplement any emphasis that is now being given 
in our Church, but rather to supplement what is 
being done to bring the unsaved to Christ. 


Preparing For The Home 
Mission Season 


“The Church of tomorrow is the Church that 
goes where the people are today.” Thus is the 
challenge of Home Missions sounded by Rey. 
Claude H. Pritchard, D.D., Executive Secretary of 
Assembly’s Home Mission Committee. The work. 
ing slogan for today in the task of Home Missions 
is: “Not—come and get it! But—take and 
give it!” 


Never has the Church had such a program for 
Home Missions! The church among uprooted 
Americans is the well chosen theme for this 1945 
Home Mission Study Season. The Church is in a 
changing scene, and since “the past has set the 
stage for today,” the Church must play an im. 
portant part. War has brought a challenge and 
opportunity of almost Herculean proportions. 


In the basis book for the Study Season, “These 
Moving Times,” Dr. Hermann N. Morse writes on 
“Program Emphases’: 


“Here we can deal only in broad principles, for 
the program, in detail, must be infinitely varied. 
There are no infallible blueprints and no simple 
cure-alls. There are, however, constantly recurring 
emphases. We select only those that are particv- 
larly germane to our theme of shifting change.” 


The program for extension, development, sus- 
tentation and equipment calls for financial sup- 
port. The goal is for $335,000 with $250,000 of 
this amount being set aside for the Home Mission 
Emergency Fund. 


Study materials, for every group and organiza- 
tion within the Church, and offering envelopes are 
available from the Executive Committee of Home 
Missions, 573 West Peachtree Street, N.E., At 
lanta 3, Ga. 


The dates of the Study Season are October 9 
to November 4, with the week of October 28 to 
November 4 being designated for special prayer 
and self-denial. The leaflet, “God Answers Prayer,” 
furnishes a prayer guide for the week. 


The Executive Committee of Home Missions 
has sent copies of available materials to local 
Presidents, Secretaries of Home Missions, Sunday 
School Superintendents, and Ministers. The Oc- 
tober issue of Presbyterian Women carries inter 
esting program material to supplement the sug 
gested material for the October program in “Au 
iliary Programs.” 


In preparing for this Home Mission Seasot, 
study your community and see how the life of the 
Church can be integrated into the life of the com 
munity. 


Rev. Leslie N. Patterson’s article in Octobe? 
Presbyterian Women should certainly make us Te 
lize the danger of any further “lost opportunities: 
Unlimited opportunities—now! America for Christ: 
Prepare now for the greatest Home Mission Se 
son your Church has ever known. 





Oct. 1, 1945 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 23 





Children’s Stories 
A DUTCH MARTYR 


A DUTCH MARTYR 


It was a Sunday morning in Holland, nearly 
tour hundred years ago; crowds of young and old 
were gathered together on the banks of the Scheldt, 
hoping that someone would come and preach to 
them. 


But no one came, for the priests had been offer- 
ing rewards for the heads of all who should dare 
to preach from the Bible. 


At last, a young man, named Nicholas, came out 
of the crowd, and, springing into one of the boats 
moored alongside the river bank, opened his Bible 
and read out the story of the Lord Jesus feeding 
five thousand with five loaves and a few small 
fishes; then he began to tell them of Him who is 
the Bread of Life to hungry souls. 


A Strange Pulpit 


It was a strange pulpit, and a strange scene; old 
men, women, and many young people, quaintly 
dressed, listened eagerly, and when all was over 
they went to their homes, thinking of the words 
of life which they had heard. All over the city the 
talk spread about the youthful preacher. 


But it was his last sermon as well as his first. 
One night, before another Sunday could come 
around, two butchers, hired by the monks, waylaid 
Nicholas in the streets, thrust him into a large 
sack, fastened him up in it, and, before a crowd 
could gather hurried down to the riverside, and 
threw him in to die. 


What About You? 


But such persecution could not hinder the spread 
of the truth, and the Word of God became more 
widely known and loved in Holland than ever, 
until at last the glorious light of the Gospel spread 
all over the land. 


But think of the fight these brave men fought 
many years ago to give the Scriptures to the com- 
mon people! Do you prize your Bible When did 
you last read it? Has it led you to see yourself as a 
sinner, and Jesus Christ as your Saviour and 


Friend? +—Children’s Special Service Mission. 





HELP THE WORLD'S MOST PITIFUL 
SUFFERERS — THOSE WITH LEPROSY! 


Their situation is 

worse today than 

ever before with so 

many appeals for 

help elsewhere. But 

we cannot neglect 

those whom Jesus 

singled out to heai. 

With your gift, 

s h e 1 ter, medical 

supplies and pre- 

ventive measures 

will be administer- 

race ed by consecrated 

Christian workers and missionaries at eighty 
mission stations. 


WILL YOU HELP THIS AND OTHER 
LITTLE CHILDREN WITH LEPROSY? 
By preventive measures this child shown 


above might have been spared the physical 


and mental suffering of a pathetically dis- 
torted face. 


Please Send Some Amount Today! 


The American Mission to Lepers, Inc. 
File 38-O, 156 Fifth Avenue 
New York 10, N.Y. 


I enclose herewith $_______to pay in part 
or wholly for the care of a child with leprosy 
at $40.00 a year. 


Name 
St. & No 
Town, Zone & State 


BOOK REVIEW 


STRANGE SCRIPTURES 


By Barbara M. Bowen. Published by Wm. B. 
a Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price 


Rev. and Mrs. Bowen have made several jour- 
neys to Jerusalem in the interest of archaeology. 
Their study has yielded many interesting high- 
lights of the customs of the people of Bible lands. 
When this information is presented in connection 
with certain passages in the Bible, we begin to 
see the “rhyme and reason” of various key verses 
of Scripture that have puzzled our Western minds. 
There is an explanation of the incident. of the 
woman bathing the feet of Jesus in tears, the 
meaning behind the coat given to Joseph by his 
father, the story of David dancing before the 
Lord, the Bruised Reed of Isaiah. These, and 
many other descriptions of things that have no 
real significance to those not versed in Hebrew 
lore, serve to make the Bible more understand- 
able. This book is an excellent one for reference 
and study—and for pure enjoyment. It makes the 
Bible Live! - —Janella Williams. 
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WITH THE NEW AND BETTER EERDMANS BOOKS 


Two New Books By Prof. D. H. Kromminga 
HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN £33533 CH 

yne Theological Seminary : 
A new book on the history of the Christi brary ~.. present, in three main 
divisions, ancient, medieval, and modern. sssspreve text on Church History by the eminent 
Professor in Church History at Calvin Seminary, Grand Rapids, Mich. The following was taken from a 
review of this book in The Banner: “The appearance of this book fills us with delight. We recommend 
it gladly and without reserve. Laymen and young people, as well as pastors and instructors, will not 
only enjoy, but will greatly profit from this history of the Christian Church.” 
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—— 








MILLENNIUM IN THE CHURCH 
Price $3.00 


This new book gives a comprehensive study of the Millennium concept as found in 
ancient, medieval, and modern thought. An exhaustive research of this subject which 
the author has treated most ably. In summing up the conclusions of this exhaustive 
research, the writer says: “In justice to the millennial passages and the whole con 
text, the millennium must be conceded to be nothing else than a distinct closing period 
of human history, following upon the destruction of the beast and false prophet in 
the battle of Armageddon.” This is an ideal book for ministers, teachers, and Bible 
students. 





CHRIST THE HOPE OF GLORY 
Christological Eschatology 
William Childs Robinson, D.D. 


THE COVENANT IDEA IN NEW 
ENGLAND THEOLOGY 


Peter Y. DeJong, D.D. 


Price $3.00 


“Our hope is in—Jesus Christ, the Mes- 
siah, God’s mighty amen to His pre- 
cious promises. His majestic message 
turns our eyes from the angry inferno 
of a warring world to the golden spires 
of the city of God.” Dr. Robinson was 
chosen by Union Theological Seminary 
of Virginia to deliver lectures on this 
vital theme. His profound and scholarly 
book will leave the reader with a sense 
of the imminency of the Coming of the 
Lord, and with a desire to enter into 


Price $2.50 Net 


The Covenant Idea which came out of 
the Reformation and which was brought 
to this country by the Pilgrim fathers 
in 1620, molded the lives of many fore- 
most religious and political leaders, and 
has had far-reaching influence over our 
various Christian doctrines. This volume 
deals with a very interesting page in 
American religious history, covering 
the views of Jonathan Edwards and the 
revivalists of his day and the new the- 
ology of Bushnell in 1847. 


all the marvels of the Kingdom and “The Covenant idea will become increasingly a subject of dis 
the eternal scheme of our mighty God Cussion, and the problems and experiences of our New England 
and our Saviour, Jesus Christ. forebears will deserve careful attention.” 
—The Sunday School Times. 
INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW TESTAMENT 
H. D. Thiessen, D.D., Ph.D. 
New Edition — Price $3.50 Net 





COMPLETE DEVOTIONAL COMMENTARY ON 
THE GOSPEL OF 8T. JOHN 
J. C. Macauley 


Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company 234 Pearl St. N. W., Grand Rapids 2, Mich. 


Price $2.56 


This book was formerly published in 
two volumes, namely, “The Word 
Made Flesh” and “Obedient Unto 
Death.” It is a “must” for your li- 
brary. Read what the reviewers say 
about it: “Three things that add to 
the author’s credit, a simple outline, 
an abundance of illustrative mate- 
rial and thought-provoking ideas, 
and a unique scholarly spirit.” The 
Christian Advocate. “Rich material 
for the use ef teachers and preach- 
ers.” Lutheran Companion. “Warmly 
recommended, rich spiritual good, 
can stand repeated readings.” Moody 
Monthly. 


The author is Chairman of De- 
partment of Bible, Theology, 
and Philosophy, Wheaton Col- 
lege, Wheaton, Ill. Dr. Thiessen 
is eminently qualified to present 
this subject in extended book 
form, having taught it for ten 
years, and its publication will 
fill a real need in seminaries 
and Bible institutes. The book 
has an introductory chapter on 
the scope and history of New 
Testament Introduction, and the 
work proper is divided into two 
main parts: General Introduction 
and Special Introduction. “No 
reverent student of God’s Word 
can afford to be without this ex- 
cellent and scholarly work.” The 
Sunday School Times. 





